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The legislation under wl ich the House Committee on Un-American 


oe r.7 
Activitic operates 1 Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], « — 
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PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
+ Pe 7M * + + * 
(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 
(A) Un-American activities 


(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 


mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American 
propaganda that is instigated from foreign countri or of a domestic origin 





the principle of the form of government a laranteed by « 
stitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 
rhe Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such inves 
tigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 
For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un 





Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit 1 act 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the ttendance 


of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Supenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any ibcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 


designated by any such chairman or membe1 








RULES ADOPTED TO THE 8383p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* - * ~ 7 . > 


RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


- . * 7 * o * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


. * . coe s * * 
RvuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* . * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
nd objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
gant that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 9 (PORTLAND) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1954 


Unirep States Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Portland, Ore q. 
PUBLIC SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m. on the sixth floor (Judge Claude 
McColloch’s courtroom) of the United States courthouse, Hon. Harold 
H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman) and James b. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, research director; and Earl] Fuoss, investigator. 

Mr. Veiner. The subcommittee will be in order, please. Let the 
record show that for the purposes of these hearings I have appointed a 
subcommittee consisting of Mr. Frazier, of Tennessee; Mr. Doyle, of 
California; and myself, Mr. Velde, of Illinois. Mr. Doyle is presently 
attending hearings in Seattle but I understand that he will be present 
tomorrow morning WM hen we heoin these hearing ‘ 

Let me say first of all that it is a great pleasure to be in the city of 
roses, in Portland, Oreg. Iam sure that my colleague to my left will 
concur in my statement. 

Mr. Frazier. | most certainly do. 

Mr. Vetpr. The House Committee on Un-American Activities has, 
as its obligation imposed upon it by the House of Representatives, 
the duty to investigate the extent of subversive activities throughout 
the United States and its Territories and to report to the Congress for 
remedial legislation. 

In line with that duty which this committee has, we are in Portland, 
Oreg., today for the first time, I believe, that the House Un-American 
Activities Committee or a subcommittee thereof has been here. The 
investigation will resolve largely around communistic influences in 
this area, 

Communism is, of course, the clear and present danger to our con- 
stitutional liberties. The Communist Party, we know after long 
periods of study, many long hearings which we have engaged in, is a 
conspiracy. It is designed to overthrow our form of government by 
force and violence. 

We do not say that by coming to Portland that the communistic in- 
fluence in Portland or the Northwest is any greater—to any greater 
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I ind ft ( om fi ce in Portland is not as great 
We ’ ed to learn that 1 e were sO many 
iting int city of Seattle. We 
} i l I l er ce 

mmittee appreciates greatly the many courtesies that have al 
1 ext it nel ! Po tland. We appreciate the oppor 
{ I] Cla 101 t] if the 
| ( creatly 
i \ publ offi- 
it¢ Vv » have coopera i with ou sta fl 
; ( l f ( t] I" 1] ittempt to 

{ | t onal T ( 1] t} l as 
a t al of the | ed States Cor 
ore In order fe t cond eal os th the propel 
dee rim if Ss nec sary f it We maintain « rad , the hearing room. 
| ttee cannot tolerate, therefore, any demonstrations, any 
}) e, or any type or Gdemol strat ! vhether it ye of approval or 
disapproval of what one particular witness is saying or one of the 


committee members 1s saying 
[ now appoint the deputy United States marshals who are here as 

aeputy ( or wit at al of { | ted State louse of Representa 

tives to carry out any orders of the committee that may be necessary to 

cl for adequate decorum and proper hearing atmosphere in the 

room. 

Mt Penincl avers Hagin a within? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Homer Leroy Owen. Will 

u stand and be sworn, Mr. Owen ? 


Mi VELDI In the tes ony that vou are about to olve before 
th 5 ubcommittee do you ole nly swear that you will tell the truth, 
the le truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God ? 


Mr. Owen. I do. 
Mr. Vetpe. You mav be seated. Mr. Owen. 


TESTIMONY OF HOMER LEROY OWEN 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you give you. full name please, Mr. Owen ? 

Mr. Owen. Homer Leroy Owen. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. It might be difficult to hear here so if you will pull 
that microphone just a little closer to you and speak as loudly and 
xs ¢] y as you can so that the reporter here on my right can get all 
of the testimony. 

Mr. Owen, what is your present res dence, sir ? 

Mr. Owen. Arlington, Va. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you pre sently employed ? 

Mr. Owen. In private business in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background, giving us first your age if you don’t mind. 

Mr. Owen. Age 30. I received a bachelor of arts degree at Reed 
College in June of 1950, a master of science degree at Cornell Univer- 


cit | » 


eeanuaryv Leo. 
Mr. Kunzia. Where were you born ? 

Mr. Owen. Ceres, Calif. That is C-e-r-e-s. . 
Mr, Kunzic. And where have you lived since that time? 
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Mr. Owen. I have lived in Washington and in Virginia. 

Mr. Kunzia.: I mean where have you lived in your younger boyhood ? 

Mr. Owen. Oh, I see. In California until the war, since the war, 
Portland as of 1945, and then to Ithaca, N. Y., in 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the total period of time that you lived 
Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr. Owen. From September 1945 to September of 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Owen, could you give the committee, please, a 
brief résumé of your employment background, the main highlights of 
your employment, from the time that you finished your formal 
education ¢ 

Mr. Owen. In 1948 I was office manager of the Progressive Citizens 
of America and of the Progressive Party. In doing that I interrupted 
my education at Reed. 

Mr. Kunzie. Where was that that you were in this manager position ? 

Mr. Owen. The Progressive Party of Oregon at Portland, Oreg. 

Mr. Kunzie. I see. 

Mr. Owen. Since that time I have been in Washington. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean . 

Mr. Owen. Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzia. D. C.? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see. Now did you have any military service, Mr. 
Owen? 

Mr. Owen. Yes, I was in the Air Force from September 1942 to 
September of 1945. 

Mr. Kunzic. And what was your rating ? 

Mr. Owen. I was a technical sergeant and served in Italy 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Owen, in order that the record may be clear 
I note that you are sitting alone here this morning and you are not 
accompanied by counsel. The rules of procedure in the blue rule book 
published by the House Committee on Un-American Activities says in 
rule 7: 

At every hearing, public or executive, every witness shall be accorded the priv- 
ilege of having counsel of his own choosing 

Do I take it correctly that you are testifying here this morning 
voluntarily without counsel and that you do not desire counsel ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Owen, have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. When were you a member ? 

Mr. Owen. From spring of 1947 until January of 1942. 

Mr. Kunzie. You mean 752? 

Mr. Owen. 752, I’m sorry. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now will you tell the committee in some detail how you 
became a member of the Communist Party and where this took place? 

Mr. Owen. It took place at Portland, Oreg. I presume that I fol- 
lowed the course of many people who have joined, a desire to improve 
the world and to do it quickly. In my case I became interested about 
doing something about racial discrimination. I came from a strict 
religious background and I grew frustrated with the church because I 
felt that they weren’t doing enough about it. I thought that the con- 
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cept of the brotherhood of man demanded that the churches be in the 
fore; rround to elimi ate diserim11 ation. 

Al | SO I approat hed Robert Canon 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you spell that name please ? 

Mr. Owen. C-a-n-o-n. The first name is “Robert” 

Mr. Kunzia. Who was Robert Canon ? 

Mr. Owen. At that time he was the chairman of the Portland Chap- 
ter of the American Veterans’ Committee. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where was he employed, if you know ? 

Mr. Owen. J beli ve that he was « meploed at that time at Reed Col- 
lege. He was en sive at the Veterans’ Guidance Center. 

Mr. Kt NZIG I see. Ni W a ay ie you approached Robert 
Canon. Woul vou go on from there please / 


Mr. Owen. Yes. Hi sti d that all issues were interrelated, that 
you couldn’ work ite a at one point, and recommended that I join 
the American Veterans’ Committee, which I did, in the summer of 
1946, L ater I joined the Progressive Citizens—the Young Progres- 

vi Am erica I believe it was called at that time—on Reed College 
campu n the fall of 1946. 

Mr. Kr Nzic. You are giving us then, I take it, steps leading up to 
your membership in the Communist Party ¢ 


Mi .Owen. That is right. 
Mr. Kunzic. Do you feel that these steps were integral points along 


the way,so to peak ? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. And so in the spring of 1947 I attended 
a meet rat wi 1. I. alo Y With others, were urged to join the party 
oO rrol Is 


Mr. Kunzie. Which party ? 
Mr. Owen. The Communist Party—on the grounds that it was the 


most etfective organization to work toward these prin iples that we 
{i t to he Important, 

Mr. Kunzr. Now who urged vou. Mr. Owen. to join the Commu 
! Party / 


Mr. Owen. At the meeting, Mark Haller. 

Mr. Kunzie. Spell that please. 

Mr. Owen. M r-k H-a ]-]-e-r. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did he urge you to join the party ? 
Mr. Owen. Th isright. ; 
Mr. KUNZIG. Who else? 

Mir. OWEN. Ie en 

Mr. Nt N G. Excuse me, VO ahead, 


Mr. Owen. I was going to point out that even though at that time I 
knew nothing about the Communist Party, I read none of its literature, 
I was urged to join because, as I said, it could implement the progres- 
sive program mo alte vely ind I eould learn later 

Mr. Kunzic. Won i you say at that point that you felt experienced 


politically or naive in this field 2 

Mr. Owen. I must have been considerably naive. 

Mr. Kunzia. Continue please, who else 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a moment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Pardon me. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Owen, what were you doing at that time, that 
is, in the spring of 1947 ¢ 
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Mr. Owen. I was attending Reed College. 

Mr. Veupr. I see. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who else urged you to join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Robert Canon and Kingsle Vv Vi anier. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Kingsley Vanier / 

Mr. Owen. At that time he was a student at Reed College and later 
quit the eo age pn 1unist Party. 

Mr. IL UNZIG And so you knew these men whom you have namect ¢o 
far of your own person: al knowledge to be members of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Owen. That isright. 

Mr. Kunzie. ‘Tell us how you became a member. What took place ? 

Mr. Owen. Well it grew out of this meeting that I have described. 

Mr. Kunzitc. Where was that meeting held, as long as we are dis 
cussing the meeting ? 

Mr. Owen. I don’t recall the place but I do remember that Mark 
Haller, Robert Canon, Kingsley Vanier, Joan Rosenbaum 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that please ? 

Mr. Owen. J-o-a-n R-o-s-e-n-b-a-u-m. Out of that meeting Phiz 
Mezey, Joan Rosenbaum, and myself joined within a matter of weeks. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was that first name, Phiz Mezey I believe you 
said ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzig. Would you spell tha aut ae 

Mr. Owen. TI believe the first name is probably phonetic P-h-i-z, 
the last name M-e-z-e-y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Isthata male or female ? 

Mr. Owen. That isa female. 

Mr. Kunzic. And could you identify her any further ? 

Mr. Owen. She was a student at Reed as was Joan Rosenbaum at 
that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Please continue, you were discussing how you joined. 

Mr. Owen. That is pretty much the story. I went in, as I say, with 
out knowing anything about the philosophy nor the tactics of the Com- 
munist Pasty on the bases that I pointe d out. 

Mr. Vevtpr. Mr. Owen, let me say that the committee certainly does 
appreciate your appearing here and giving us the information that 
you have relative to Communist activities in which you were engaged 
and in which others were engaged in this particular area 

The Committee on Un-American Activities has been in operation 
since 1938 and has put out considerable literature all throughout the 
country and has designated various organizations as front organiza- 
tions in our Guide to Subversive Activities. 

I have eften said that it is very ramps to understand why a person 
would join the Communist Party after, or as late as, 1947. It is fairly 
easy to understand why during the war ae we were allies, or so- 
called allies, maybe it should be called cobelligerents with Soviet 
Russia, there were a good many who went into the Communist Party 
with the idea of helping win the war. 

I am just wondering if you had any knowledge from the official 
sources such as our committee, or the Attorney General of the United 
States or any of his citations, at the time that you went into the Com- 
munist Party ? 
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Mr. Owy n. Not at that time, no sir. Later. of course, ] did, but at 
that time ] hadn’t taken, prior to joining a. any political activity. 
I grew up in astanch Republican background and it was only shortly 
before—well after, in fact that I joined the AVC—I remember asking, 
“What was a liberal?” and “What was a conservative?” I think my 
ignorance there accounts for some of it. 

Mr. Ve_pr. You stated that primarily your purpose or reason for 
getting into the Communist Party was the fact that you abhorred 
racial discrimination. Isthat right? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Vevtpe. You felt at that time that the Communist Party was 
doing more to prevent racial discrimination than the Republican 
Party or the Democratic Party; is that right / 

Mr. Owen. I was advised of that, yes. 

Mr. Veipr. And I presume that you have learned differently by 
this time? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Vevpe. All right, proceed Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Owen, figuring out your age at the present time, 
you were then about 23 when you joined the Communist Party? That 
is roughly correct; is it not ? 

Mr. Owen. Roughly, yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What club of the Communist Party in this area did 
you join? 

Mr. Owen. The John Reed Club. 

Mr. Kunzic. John Reed Club ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee please something about 
the John Reed Club; where it met, what it was and as much as you can 
recall. 

Mr. Owen. Basically it was a club composed of college students. 
Most of those students attended Reed ¢ ‘ollege. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean this particular Communist Party group 
was actually composed of students of college age here in this area? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you meet ¢ 

Mr. Owen. We met at different people’s homes, including our own. 
Always, as far as I can recall, in homes and not on campus. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. Now roughly what was the membership of this 
group ¢ 

Mr. Owen. It ranged from oh, approximately 15 at the time I joined 
to about 5 when I quit or left Oregon in late 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever hold office in the John Reed Club? 

Mr. Owen. Yes, I was the chairman at one point. 

Mr. Kunzic. What took place at these meetings? What was dis- 
cussed ? 

Mr. Owen. We had educationals. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is an educational ? 

Mr. Owen. An educational is where you discuss Communist theory, 
the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin. And we also planned ac- 
tivity for particular campus activity in relation to work in the Young 
Progressives on campus. 

Mr. Kunzic. That is very interesting. Tell us what type of campus 
activity was planned. 
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Mr. OweEN. Well, of course, when the Wallace campaign Was al 
nounced that was a primary interest of the Communist Party as well 
as other progressive groups and energies were devoted n d st ibuting’ 
literature, organizing campus sentiment for his candidacy. 


Mr. Kunzia. Are you suggesting that the Communists in this are 


trea 

were also part and parcel of the Progressive Party in this area and 
worked through the Progressive Party to attain their ends? 

Mr. Owen. They certainly—many were members and many held in 


fluential positions. 
i 

. \ , iy ¢ } ] 

Mx. Kunzic. 1} ou yourself were active in both, is that right 

Mr. Owen. That is might. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now when you were active in the Progressive Party 
did ou tell people there that you were a membel of the Commu 
Party / 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. You kept that a secret ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that the usual custom of the party. of the C 


' Lé mmu 
; ' 
nist Party, to keep tl » members secret nd work rough other orean 


zat ons 1t they could ¢ 
Mr. Owen. Ye 
Mr. Kunzic. Did you pay dues in this John Reed Club? 
Mr. Owen. Yes. 
Mr. Kunzic. Were lere any assessments / 
Mr. Owen. Yes. 
Mr. IKKunzic. Tell us about the assessments Whvy were tl ey ma 


and ow much did they amount to at various times / | an talk Oy 
of course, about the Communist Party assessments now. 

Mr. Owen. They were quite frequently levied. There was a con 
stant effort to ra » more money. | don't remember amounts that I 
paid. i remem! frequently paying more than the regular dues 


Mr. Kunzic. Did you or any of the other members have any idea 
what this money was being used for or where it went ? 
Mr. Owen. We received account Ino’s to some degree or othe r ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. From whom ? 

Mr. Owen. From Mark Haller who was, as I think that I pointed 
out, the organizational secretary of the party for a while and late 
became chairman of the party. 

Mr. Kunzic. In this area you mean ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now I want to ask you, Mr. Owen, to rive the com 
mittee names of the people whom you knew to be members of the John 
Reed Club during the period from 1947 to 1950 when you were a mem 
ber. I want to caution you to he extremely careful in your identifica 
tions. I want to caution you that the committee is interested only in 
having the names of people whom you knew of your own personal 
knowledge, not hearsay, but of whom you knew of your own personal 
knowledge, to have been members of the Communist Party at the time 
that you were here from 1947 to 1950. If you have any notes on that 
subject, and I see that you have in front of you, please feel free to 
use your notes. 

Mr. Owen. Yes. Paul Abramson. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you spell it. 

Mr. Owen. A-b-r-a-m-s-o-n. 
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, # 
on ¢ 


Mr. 1 N ZIG Wi] oO Was Paul Abrams 
Mr. Owen. He was a student at Reed. He lived on the campus. 


He was a member from 1948 until I left. I don’t know what happened 


¢ 


after! if. 
Mr. Kunzic. All right, will you continue please ? 
Mr. Owen. Mary Jane Brewster. She was nota Reed student. She 
I a school ome} ace else but I] don’t remember where. 
Mr. Kun IG. Do you have inv 1dea where she lived ? 
Mr. Owen. She | i wit! her ] irents at Portland here. 
Mr. Kunzic. You don’t have any address or anything of that 


nature? 

Mr. Owen. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Kunzic. Incidentally, in all of these names, if you know of any 
prese nt whereabout we \ ould apprec ite your tell ng us of the most 
recent address that you mieht have. You have named Paul Abramson 
and Mar Jane Brewste1 Were there any others ? 

Mr. Owen. Joan Christofel. C-h-r-i-s-t-o-f-e-], or Christofer, same 
spelling with an “r.” She was known mainly as Chris. I knew her to 
be a Communist from 1947 to 1949. She was a Reed student. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was she a resident here in Portland or just came here 
to school ? 

Mr. Owen. That I don’t know. 

Mr. Kunzic. You know only that she was a student at Reed College? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any present address for her? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzie. All right, do you have any other names? 

Mr. Owen. David Gregg. G-r-e-g-g, and he transferred to this 
area from southern California. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he a student ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. for part time, for a while. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where? 

Mr. Owen. At Reed College. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Were all these people who were students roughly of 
student age within the normal bounds of a college student’s age ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes, some of them, usually an older group than you 
would find on a campus now because of the war. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Any others, Mr. Owen? 

Mr. Owen. Jan, J-a-n, and Norman Howard. 

Mr. Kunzic. Two people; Jan and Norman Howard ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes, Jan the wife of Norman. Transferred from South- 
ern California in 1947. Remained here until sometime in 1948. Nor- 
man wasa student at Reed while he was here. 

Mr. Kunzie. Was Jan a student or was she just present and classed 
as his wife? 

Mr. Owen. Wife, and was seriously ill and I believe that that is 
the reason that they left this area. 

Mr. Kunze. But you did know them both to be members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Both attended John Reed meetings: ves. 

Mr. Kunzie. Any others? ‘ 
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Mr. Owen. Barbara and William Earl Lewis. 

Mr. Kunzia. L-e-w-i-s 4 

Mr. Owen. Yes. Bill Lewis was a student at Reed until the early 
part of 1948. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Was Barbara Lewis his wife? 

Mr. Owen. "That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know their present whereabouts ? 

Mr. Owen. I understand by the papers they are in town. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I see, but you have no personal knowledge of that 
fact ? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you knew both of the Lewises to be members of 
the Communist t Party when you were here / 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Any others ? 

Mr. Owen. Phiz Mezey and Joan Rosenbaum I have already 
indicated. 

Mr. Kunzic. They were both students ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you knew them both to be members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. They joined at approximately the same 
time that I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you knew these people that you are mentioning 
to be members because you met with them, is that correct, at meetings 
of this John Reed Club that we are t: ulking about ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And those were closed meetings of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Any other names, Mr. Owen? 

Mr. Owen. Bertha Skolnick, S-k-o-l-n-i-c-k, and Jessie Skolnick, 
J-e-s-s-i-e, husband and wife. Jessie was a student at Reed College. 
I knew him to be a member, met with him from 1949 through 1950. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you knew Bertha Skolnick to be a member, alsot 

Mr. Owen. Yes. She attended, although not a Reed student, 
attended the same meetings. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue? 

Mr. Owen. Mary Lou Stearns. She attended the John Reed meet- 
ings, a student at Reed. I don’t know when she joined, but she was 
there at the time I left in 1950. Marshall Kolin, M-a-r-s-h-a-]-] 
K-o-l-i-n. There again I don’t know when he joined, but he resigned 
from the party very soon after the November 1948 elections. 

Mr. Kunzic. But at that period of time, prior to that, you did know 
him to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. Dave Lapham, L-a-p-h-a-m, who also quit the 
party in 1949, 

Mr. Kunzic. Was hea student ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you say “quit the party” you know of your own 


personal knowledge that this Dave Lapham left the party ? 
Mr. oe n. That plus the f 


of the J ol in Reed C lub. 


he 


fact that he attended no more meetings 
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Mr. Verpr. Mr. Owen, was the John Reed Club of the Communist 
Party organized at the time you rst enrolled at Reed College ¢ 
Mr. ¢ WEN. | bel eve 1t Was org nized long before, sir. 


] 


Mr. Veutpr. Do you kno\ pproximately how lone it had been on 
\| Vetpe. Was there a Labor Youth Leao ie on the campus at the 


Mr. Kuwnzic. The Communist probably didn’t need the Labor 
Youth League since they had the Communist membership, itself. 


) 1 League is a successor to the 
American Youth for Democracy which in turn was a successor to 


e Young Communist League, so I suppose that your activities as a 
! er of the Reed Club of the Communist Party there would be sim- 
ilar to the activities of the Labor Youth League on the various cam- 
PULSE the country Have you heard of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes: Ihave. In fact I think there was some discussion 
abe ha o Su croup, but felt that it would gain no support. 


Mr. Kunzic. Now are there any other members of the John Reed 
Club? You mentioned Dave Lapham. 
Mr. Owen. Mr. and Mrs. John MacKenzie, M-a-c-K-e-n-z-i-e-, who 


y 
ined the party in the fall of 1947. John MacKenzie was expelled 
from the party some time in 1948. 
Mr. Kunzic. Do vou know why ¢ 
M wen. Be au e of statements made against the chairman, Mark 


Haller, to people outside of the party. This was considered antilead- 
el 3) 
- ; 


Mr. Kuwnzic Wo ct ve i continue, ple al 
Mr. Owen. Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley Vanier, V-a-n-i-e-r. Kingsley, 


rst name, quit the party in writing to me in 1948. His wife had 
been a me} ber fora very shortt me before that. 
Mr. Kounzic. What is his wife’s name? 


Mr. Owen. Barbara. She was formerly Barbara Jackson. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see 

Mr. Owen. Lew Welch. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Just before we get to that can you vive me any fur- 
ther identification on the Vaniers? I knew you mentioned them this 
morning. 

Mr. Owen. I believe they left town, in fact they had left before I 
went to Ithaca. 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to be sure the record is clear. Did you say that 
he was a student ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. At Reed College? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was she, also? 

Mr. Owen. Yes, fora short time. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see. Any other members of the John Reed Club? 

Mr. Owen. Lew Welch, W-e-l-c-h, who was in the party a very short 
time. I can’t give you dates on that. 

Mr. Kunzic. But it was during the time that you were here? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 
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Mr. IK UNZIG. Is there any further identification that you can olve 
us of Lew Welch ? 
Mr. Owen. Other than the fact that he was a student at Reed, no. 
Mr. Kunzic. Isthat a manor woman ? 
Mr. Owen. A man. 
Mr. Kunzic. A man? 
Mr. Owen. Yes. 
Mr. Ku NZIG. Now, Mr. Owen. is that the Sum toi ul of the names 
1at you can recall of people who were members of the John Reed 
Club ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. As you testified earlier it is pretty clearly a list of 
very definitely college students, is it not ¢ 


+] 


Mr. Owen. Except for the exceptions I have noted, the wives of 
students and the one other exception, Mary Jane Brewster, who is 
now at Reed. it was basically a Reed group. 

Mr. Kunzia. I would appreciate it if you would give us the benefit 
of your knowledge, Mr. Owen, in connection with the Progressive 
Party activ ty. We have touched upon it briefly earlier this morning. 
Would you tell us about the work, your work with the Students for 
Wallace and so forth ? 

Mr. Owen. Before leaving the campus in 1948, I believe it was in 
December of 1947, I became chairman of Students for Wallace, and 
as I recall our principal effort was a petition campaign urging Wallace 
to run. This was prior to his announcing his candidacy. Since I 
shortly thereafter became office manager for Progressive Citizens of 
America, and then subsequently for the Progressive Party of America, 
little became of Students for Wallace in this part of the country. 

Mr. Kunzia. Who hired you as office manager ? 

Mr. Owen. Thomas G. Moore, who was executive secretary of 
Progressive Citizens of America. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did he have any other employment here in this area? 

Mr. Owen. At that time that was his sole employment, as far as I 
know. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you know of any other employment that he has 
had at any later time? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Thomas Moore to be a member of the 
Communist Party, also? 

Mr. Owen. Not at that time. I learned later that he was. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you learn later of your own personal knowledge 
that he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now did you at any time enter into any political activ- 
ity yourself on your own behalf ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. I was both a Democratic and Progressive Party 
nominee for the State legislature. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you get in? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. How did that come about? Tell us how you became 
«a nominee and who decided that sort of thing? 

Mr. Owen. It was decided in a meeting of the legislative commission 
of the Communist Party of Oregon. At that time, at that meeting it 
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was decided that a slate of Roosevelt Democrats should run and also 
that I should be on that ticket. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean the Communist Party picked a Roosevelt 
Democrat front slate to cover its activities ? 

Mr. Owen. Well, they certainly selected, decided on the fact that 
there should be a slate running in the Democratic and Progressive— 
this was particularly in the Democratic primaries in its original con- 
ception, and then, of course, later the same candidates were supported 
and nominated by the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Vetpre. Do I understand that you were defeated in the primary, 
then? 

Mr. Owen. Not in the primary but in the general election. 

Mr. Vevpe. The general election. You won the nomination in the 
primary. 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Frazier. What year was that? 

Mr. Owen. That was in 1948. 

Mr. Frazier. And you were selected to run by the Communist legis- 
lative committee? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Frazier. And were defeated. 

Mr. Vevpe. Before recessing for 10 minutes, I would like to read 
a couple of letters that I have received, from unions in this area, 
into the record. The first letter is from William Benz, agent for the 
Portland branch of the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific. 


My Dear Mr. Vetpe: I have been instructed by the membership of the Sailors’ 
Union of the Pacific to make you and your committee aware of our stand against 
communism, the followers of the Communist Party and their agents and hire 
lings. The Sailors’ Union of the Pacific, its officials and membership have been 
leading the fight against the Communist movement in labor on the Pacific Coast 
for the past 19 years, and it is our objective to put out of business every Com- 
munist and his hireling, not only in labor but in industry as well. You and 
your committee can rest assured that you will get 100 percent support and 
cooperation from this union at any time you may need it. Enclosed are two 
issues of our official publication, the West Coast Sailor, showing our most recent 
efforts in combating this vicious enemy from within. The articles of interest to 
you are marked. 

Very truly yours, 
WILLIAM BENz. 

We appreciate that letter from the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific. 
The committee has learned through hearings in San Francisco and 
elsewhere throughout the country that the Sailors’ Union of the Pacific 
have been making great strides in preventing any infiltration of the 
Communist Party within its ranks. 

The next letter is from Mr. H. A. Robinson, port agent for the 
Marine Cooks and Stewards, A. F. of L. 

My Dear Mr. Vetpe: At the regular meeting of the Marine Cooks and Stewards, 
A. F. of L., held June 15, 1954, at 7 p. m. the membership went on record by 
unanimous vote to support the action of you and your committee in the coming 
investigation of Communist activities in the Portland area. The Marine Cooks 
and Stewards, A. F. of L., a new organization is the result of a revolt by the 
membership against the Communist rule of the defunct National Union of Marine 
Cooks and Stewards. You may depend upon 100 percent support from the Marine 
Cooks and Stewards, A. F. of L., to eliminate communism on all fronts. 

I am sure that the same remarks I made with reference to Sailors’ 
Wnion of the Pacific is true of the Marine Cooks and Stewards as well. 
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I did not mention in my opening remarks that the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities operates under standard rules of procedure. 
The rules are the best we know how to make, which will aid us to get 
the information we desire which the Congress wants, and still protect 
the rights of each and every witness who appears before us and the 
rights of the public, generally. 

With that we will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Ten minute recess. ) 

Mr. Vevpe. The hearing will be in order, please. I want to make 
a remark concerning this investigation and hearing. It may appear 
sometimes that we are making a particular investigation into edu- 
cation or into some particular college. I want the record to show 
that the committee has always investigated subversion wherever it 
might be found, and it has never gone into the investigation of any 
particular university or college or any particular school or any partic- 
ular branch or phase of our American institutions. We have a duty 
imposed upon us by the United States House of Representatives to 
investigate subversive activities and to report to the Congress for 
remedial legislation. 

Furthermore we are not interested in the hiring or firing of anyone 
in their particular capacities. That is a matter we would leave wholly 
up to the proper authorities to handle. We do, however, make these 
hearings public so that we might get the information for our own 
use and for the use of the Congress as well as to inform the general 
public concerning the nature of Communist subversive influence 
operating in any particular area. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Owen, I'd like to turn now to any other identifi- 
cations of people whom you knew to be members of the Communist 
Party, not necessarily members of the John Reed Club. You’ve 
already given us the names of those whom you recall to have been 
members of the John Reed Club. Would you let us know the names 
of other individuals who were Communist Party functionaries or on 
the Communist Party Central Committee of Oregon or whatever com- 
mittee or group you knew them to be on. 

Mr. Owen. I knew Jack Dyhr, D-y-h-r, to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee of Oregon due to the fact that from 
1949 to September of 1950 I was also on that committee. 

Mr. Kunzie. Wasthis when you were still a student ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. So you, a student at Reed College, were also actually at 
the same time a member of the Communist Party Central Committee 
for the State of Oregon ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What were the functions of this Communist Party Cen- 
tral Committee for Oregon ? 

Mr. Owen. It was the guiding body of the party, between Com- 
munist Party conventions. 

Mr. kXunzig. Did it bring down the directives from aboye and issue 
them down below and that sort of thing? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did they get the Communist line from? Who 
told them ? 
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Mr. Owen. The party, of course, was sensitive and responded to the 
material published in the Communist press ; The Daily Worker and 
the magazine Political Affairs. Most of the policy determined na- 
tionally appeared in those publi ‘ations, and in addition, J presume, 
the material came in more direct fashion as well, although I don’t re- 
call instances where it did. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. If you recall—what position did Jack Dyhr have on 
the cent ral committee of the ¢ ‘Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. A member. . 

Mr. Kunzic. Just a member ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. As you were ? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any further identification in the way 
of residence or employment that you know ¢ 

Mr. Owen. I don’t know either where his employment, his place of 
employment, nor his residence. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. Is hea reside} t of this area ¢ 

Mr. Owen. Yes, he is a resident, or was a resident, of Portland. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you knew him ? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are there any « ther members? 

Mr. Owen. Kenneth Fitzgerald, a member of the Communist Party 
central committee, also a member of the legislative committee of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the legislative committee of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Owen. It was active principally prior to the election, well dur- 
ing the election of 1948. I don’t recall it meeting since that time. In 
other words, from the election of 1948 to September of 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. What happened between 50 and 754 in this area you, 
of course, have no knowledge of ? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you have any further address or identification that 
you can give us to tie down Kenneth Fitzgerald ? 

Mr. Owen. Only Portland. 

Mr. Kunzie. Only Portland? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpr. You knew him as a member of the Communist Party 
at the time that you left Portland, is that correct, Mr. Owen ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Vevpe. And an active member at that time I presume? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kounzic. Any other members? 

Mr. Owen. Mark Haller. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was his position ? 

Mr. Owen. He was at first organizational secretary. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean by “first,” you mean by that 1947 or so when 
you were first active ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. And later became chairman of the Com- 
munist Party in the State. 

Mr. Kunzic. That means he was chairman of the central committee 
too, I presume? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzic. And in that capacity was, so to speak, your boss I 
presume, 

Mr. Owen. So to speak. 

Mr. Kunzia. In the party ? 

( No response. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others? 

Mr. Owen. Sam Markson, M-a-r-k-s-o-n, a member of the same 
central committee and a resident of Portland. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you know his employment ? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Sam Markson, and the only identification that you can 
give us is that you knew that he was a resident of Portland ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Was he a member of the party still in 1950 when you 
left to zo to Cornell ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others? 

Mr. Owen. Morton Neumann, N-e-u-m-a-n-n, became organiza- 
tional secretary of the party after Mark Haller became the chairman. 

Mr. Kuwnziac. It might be interesting to note, Mr. Chairman, for the 
record that the committee has information and investigation has 
shown that Morton Neumann has gone underground for the Com- 
munist Party. We were unable to locate him anywhere in this area 
and the evidence is that he is one of those who have gone underground, 
as Barbara Hartle testified to, as she testified to so much in detail in 
Seattle a day or two ago. Are there any others? 

Mr. Owen. Herbert Simpson, also a member of the central commit- 
tee, a resident of Portland. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. How old a man was Herbert Simpson, to the best of 
your memory £ 

Mr. Owen. Oh, approximately 30. 

Mr. Kunzie. At that time? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. You don’t have any further identification on him ¢ 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others ? 

Mr. Owen. Frank Patterson, P-a-t-t-e-r-s-o-n. He was a member 
of the central committee. 

Mr. Kunzia. Of the State of Oregon ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Communist Party? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. And he also held the position of secretary of the 
Progressive Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Illustrating again the tieup between the Communist 
Party and the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Owen. He was expelled in 1949, I believe, under charges—— 

Mr. Kunzic. From what party ? 

Mr. Owen. From the Communist Party—under charges that he was 
an F. B. I. agent. 

Mr. Kunzic. Charges, that is, from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Let the record show, Mr. Chairman, that the investiga- 
tion has shown that that was not correct. ‘The Communist Party was, 
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shall we say, in error. Do you have any further identification? Do 
you know the employment of Frank Patterson ? 

Mr. Owen. I understood that he worked for a railroad in some ca- 
pacity, which I don’t know, for a time after he no longer was secretary. 
This was on a full-time basis of the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see. Any other names of those whom you knew to 


be members of the Communist Party when you were a member? 

Mr. Owen. Earl Payne. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. P-a-y-n-e! 

Mr. Owen. P-a-y-n-e, yes, who was chairman of the party here, Com- 
munist Party, until he, too, was expelled. The charges against him 
were gambling with Communist Party funds. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. How does his position compare with Mark Haller 
whom you also said was chairman? Did the one succeed the other? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Haller succeeded Payne? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you have any further identification of Payne, his 
employment or his residence ? 

Mr. Owen. Not first hand. All I know is what the papers had and 
moving to California. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other names, Mr. Owen? 

Mr. Owen. Valerie Taylor. V-a-l-e-r-i-e T-a-y-l-o-r, who is a resi- 
dent of southern Oregon in the Coos Bay area. I knew her as a mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. In Oregon? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunze. I think the record should also show, Mr. Chairman, that 
exactly as I spoke of Morton Newman so also has Mark Haller has gone 
underground for the Communist Party. All efforts to find Mark 
Haller have been unavailing, and our evidence is that he has gone un- 
derground for the Communist Party. Now Mr. Owen—— 

Mr. Veutpr. We have received evidence or testimony under oath 
to that effect, is that correct ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Investigation under oath has shown that, s 

Mr. Vextpr. I see. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Mr. Owen, I want briefly to cover the period of time 
that you went to Cornell University. Would you give us very briefly 
the evidence that you can about Communist acti ivity when you were 
at Cornell from the summer of 1950 until January of 1952? Ofcourse, 
Ithaca in New York. 

Mr. Owen. Yes. We actually didn’t become active in the Commu- 
nist Party there until the spring of 1951, until we left the party January 
1952. 

Mr. Kouwzia. I note you say “we.” Since we already have had testi- 
mony and some has been released here in this area of your wife, I take 
it you mean your wife, and was she also a member of the Communist 
Party with you? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. She is also no longer a member? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please, about Ithaca, N. Y., and 
Cornel] University ? 
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Mr. Owen. While there we belonged to a small group actually 
composed of only two families, my wife, myself, and Barbara and 
Leonard Marzak, M-a-r-z-a-k. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know his present employment? You said you 
met him, of course, there at Cornell. Do you know his present place of 
employment ¢ 

Mr. Owen. I understand he is teaching at Reed College now. 

Mr. Kunzic. That would be Leonard Marzek ? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you knew Barbara and Leonard Marsak to be 
members of the Communist Party when you were at Cornell ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long a period of time did you meet them as mem- 
bers of the party ? 

Mr. Owen. Approximately 7 months. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now are there any other names of people that you 
can recall who were members with you at Cornell ? 

Mr. Owen. John Marqusee. 

Mr. Kunzia. That is M-a-r-q-u-s-e-e? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. He has already testified before this committee, Mr. 
Chairman, and cooperated with the committee. 

Mr. Owen. Ross Richardson. 

Mr. Kunzic. He was a former FBI undercover agent, Mr. Chair- 
man, who has also testified during the recent Albany hearings of this 
committee. 

Mr. Owen. David and Leila Brownstone. B-r-o-w-n-s-t-o-n-e. 

Mr. Kunzra. Who were they, Mr. Owen? 

Mr. Owen. David was a student at Cornell Law School, then left 
school and his whereabouts I don’t know. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. It might be noted for the record, Mr. Chairman, that 
the testimony now being given by the witness was corroborated in 
every detail by Mr. Marqusee and Mr. Richardson in their recent tes- 
timony before this committee. 

Mr. Owen. Connie Mitchell, an undergraduate student. 

Mr. Kunzie. At Cornell? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further identification of Connie 
Mitchell? This was in 1951 and 1952? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know where she lived or where she came from ? 

Mr. Owen. She lived in the area of Ithaca, just out of town aways. 

Mr. Vetpr. What was that last name again? Would you spell it? 

Mr. Owen. Mitchell. M-i-t-c-h-e-]-l. 

Mr. Kunzic. The first name is Connie, is that right? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Owen, I think the record should show cor- 
rectly that you have cooperated recently with another Federal gov- 
ernmental agency. Tsthat correct 2 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. And so has your wife? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzi1a. J would like to ask you before concluding the testi- 
mony here this morning to search your mind and memory and make 
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sure that you have given us the names of all those whom you knew 
to be members of the Communist Party. You’ve talked about the 
John Reed Club, you’ve talked about the Communist Party Central 
Committee of the State of Oregon of which you were a member for 
a pel iod of time. Are there any other people whom you met as Com- 
munist Party members who may not have been, let’s say, 1n those vari- 
ous groups you hav » already talked about ¢ 

Mr. COWEN. I attended a functionaries’ meeting of those who were 
officials of various clubs at the home of Dirk DeJonge. D-i-r-k 
D e J O-n-g-e. 

Mr. Kunzia. What are Communist Party functionaries, Mr, Owen? 

Mr. Owen. They ce nsist of the chairman. treasurer, secretaries of 
the individual clubs. 

Mr. Kunzice. Of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Are there any others? Can you identify, before I go 
further, this Mr. DeJonge, his residence, home or anything of that 
nature ¢ 

Mr. Owen. His home is located in southeast Portland or was at 
that time. 

Mr. Kounzic. This was again between 1947 and 1950? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. Spencer Gill. S-p-e-n-c-e-r G-i-]-l. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. (OWEN. Yes. He col ducted the e educationals I spoke of at 
the John Reed Club around the time that I first joined. 

Mr. Kunzic. How old a man was Spencer Gill? 

Mr. Owen. Again, approxinately 30 or so. 

Mr. Kunzic. At that time? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know his residence or occupation ? 

Mr. Owen. No, only that he was in Portland. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others? 

Mr. Owen. Wyman Logan. W-y-m-a-n L-o-g-a-n. He ran for a 
time the bookstore that was located in the Communist Party head- 
quarters and attended a central committee meeting’ at one time with 
samples of literature. 

Mr. Kuwnziac. Tell us the function of the—which we find in almost 
every city, that has Communist activity—what is the function of the 
Communist Party bookstore ? 

Mr. Owen. Well, that is the central point of the literature which, 
of course, all members are encouraged to read. It is their books. 
pamphlets, et cetera, that are available at nearly every meeting, at 
every club met ting that I ever attended. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Communist Party bookshops, I take it, are from 
your personal knowledge run by the Communist Party and 
Communists? : 

Mr. Owen. Certainly in this case I would say “Yes.” The fact 
that ] e@ attel ded the cel tral committee meeting would certainly indi- 
cate that. . 

Mr. Kunzie. I think we should show to be completely fair for the 
record, Mr. Chairman, that of course, this does not mean that those 
who may purchase books at the Communist Party bookstores are, 
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themselves, members of the Communist Party. Are there any other 
names of people whom you met with here, Mr. Owen ? 

Mr. Owen. Tom Moore. Thomas G. Moore. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mentioned Thomas G. Moore a little earlier this 
morning; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further identification as to business 
or home or anything of that nature? 

Mr. Owen. Well, he was, as I pointed out, the executive secretary 
of the Progressive Party. I attended a Communist Party legislative 
committee meeting which he also attended. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Any others? 

Mr. Owen. Mrs. Don Wollam. W-o-l-l-a-m. I attended a meeting 
in her home which she also attended. 

Mr. Kunzig. Any others? 

Mr. Owen. Michael Loring. L-o-r-i-n-g. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you go into identification, please ? 

Mr. Owen (continuing). Who resided in southeast Portland, was a 
singer, went with the Wallace tour; I believe also conducted the singing 
at the Progressive Party nominating convention in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Any other names of people whom you knew to be 
members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now Mr. Owen, in conclusion I would like to ask you 
if you would tell the committee in some detail, that is, as graphically 
as you can, your reasons for leaving the Communist Party only very 
recently. 

Mr. Owen. The reasons, firstly, I would say are the reverse of the 
reasons I joined. I became more and more convinced that the Com- 
munist Party was not effectively working for the ideals and the prin- 
ciples which led me to join. In fact, to the contrary I felt the party, 
the Communist Party, to be destructive in that in every activity the 
emphasis was always on putting the party forward, how many were 
recruited, not what was accomplished and no emphasis on what was 
accomplished. 

Secondly, I also became more and more dissatisfied with the way 
the party operated; the expulsion of Frank Patterson indicated a 
degree of ruthlessness. I felt that there was no evidence for the 
charges against him, and particularly this was further emphasized 
when I went to the east coast. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you suggesting that the Communist Party did 
not practice the demoer acy that it preac shes ? 

Mr. Owen. Precisely. And at Cornell I was under constant criti- 
cism for being a weak Communist. 

I began also to become more critical myself of the other policies. 
Also there was just the desire to lead a normal life. I became com- 
pletely weary of the endless activity, ringing doorbells, what have 
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you, and also of the isolation, the growing isolation that membership 
in the Communist Party meant. 

Mr. Veipe. The Communist Party took up quite a bit of your life, 
] suppose ¢ F 

Mr. Owen. it seems at times practically all of it. The meetings 
night after night and while going to si ‘hool posed quite a prob lem and 
perpetua cor fl; ct be rigoay tryin 7 to doa vod j job at s¢ ‘hool and doing 
this work which you felt had to be done. 

Mr. Vetpr. We found that experience of yours paralleled through- 


e 
1 
i 


out the countrv. It seems the Communist Party is ve ry demanding 
of its members throu: lirection from the Soviet Union right on 


down through national headquarters of the Communist Party, that 
most of those former Communists who have testified before our com- 
mittee have stated that they were constantly on the go with some 
kind of meeting or other, d ‘ing something for the good of the Com 
munist Party. It is muc +h more demanding of you as a Communist, 
I suppose, than being in public life as my colleague, Mr. Frazier ,and 
I are. 

Mr. Owen. This, also, I think helps to delay the process of going 
out. You're so busy, you’re so active that you don’t have time to stop 
and think. What you do read is in justification of your own day-to- 
day activity of political agitation. 

Mr. Kunzic. Anything further you wish to say about reasons for 
leaving the party ? 

Mr. Owen. I think that pretty well covers it. 

Mr. Kunzia. I certainly wish to thank you for your testimony. I 
have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevtpe. Mr. Frazier, do you have some questions of this witness ? 

Mr. Frazrer. Mr. Chairman, I may have 1 or 2 questions. I under- 
stood you to say, Mr. Owen, that you became a member of the central 
Communist committee of the State of Oregon ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

[r. Frazrer. And you were so active that you were elected to that 
or appointed to it within a period of 2 or 3 years? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. In fact I was selected actually in viola- 
tion of the constitution of the party which I believe reads that you 
have to be a member for 2 years. Well, it was just a little short of that, 
about a month or so. 

Mr. Frazier. Was that because of your particular activity in the 
arty or because you were in that educational group ® 
Mr. Owen. I think it all tied in to the fact that what I had done plus 
the fact that in those days I waseager. I worked hard. 

Mr. Frazter. I was interested in your statement that you became a 
member of the Communist Party because of your thought that the 
Communist Party might contribute to doing av ay with racial dis- 
crimination. Isthat right? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. 


Mr. Frazrer. And you found that that was not correct ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. I feel that much more has been accom- 
pl hed from just the recent Supreme Court decisions, the quiet work 
of people. organizations, without fanfare, without the tremendous 
publicity which always eee a Communist Party approach to 
a problem. T a othe ines contribute mu¢ h more to the elimina- 
tion of discrimination. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6625 


Mr. Frazier. Had you made a study of that problem 4 

Mr. Owen. No, sir. 

Mr. Frazier. You were born here in Portland were you, Mr. Owen ? 
Mr. Owen. No, sir; I was born in Ceres, Calif.. s 

Mr. Frazier. Where ? 


Mr. Owen. Ceres, Calif., sir, in the San Joaquin Valley. 

Mr. Frazrer. And when did you move een and? — 

Mr. Owen. I came to Portland in 1945 t I left California in 1942 
to go into the ervice. 

Mr. Frazier. Is the Negro population of Portland very large? 

Mr. Owen. Well 

Mr Razn R. I mM thinking now of in proporti n to the Vi hite pop- 
ulation. Isn’t it rather small § 

Mr. Owen. Comparatively small: ves. c 

Mr. Frazier. Abs utltoe very 502 A hundred ? 


Mr. Owen. I presume so. 

Mr. Frazier. Even more than that? 

Mr. Owen. No: I doubt that 

Mr. Frazrer. I mean, you don’t have a large Negro population ? 

Mr. Owen. No. 

Mr. Frazier. Very small compared with other parts of the country ? 
You never lived in the South did you? 

Mr. Owen. Not at that time; no. 

Mr. Frazrer. I understood you to say something about Virginia at 
one time. ; 

Mr. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Frazier. Did you live in Virginia, or were you stationed there 
during the war ? 

Mr. Owen. No: I live in Virginia now. 

Mr. Frazier. You live in the State of Virginia now ? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Frazier. But you had not lived down there at a time that you 
joined the Communist Party in an effort to try to, or believing that 
that party was trying to, do something to abolish discrimination ? 

Mr. Owen. That is right. I might point out, though, that even 
though there has been a relatively small Negro population there has 
been activity here: civil rights ordinance committees, and that type of 
thir %. I mean the Necro population WAS large enough to be a prob- 
lem in terms of right to jobs, right to eat in m staurants, and so forth. 

Mr. Frazrer. I was just interested in that because I didn’t think you 
really had a very serious problem out in this section. 

Now I was interested furt her in the fact that you say that you were 
nominated to run 274 the legislature. I suppose from this country ¢ 

Mr. Owen. Yes. s 

Mr. Frazter. Yor u were nominated by the Communist legislative 
committee back in 1948: is that right ? 

Mr. Owen. The slate was selected by the committee, yes, and then 
ve filed for the primary of 1948. 

Mr. Frazter. Now that legislative committee was also supporting 
Wallace at that time wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Owen. The same ‘peo ple 

Mr. Frazter. The fall of 1948, that’s the election wasn’t it? 

Mr. Owen. That’s right. 

Mr. Frazter. That’s when you elect the members of the legislature. 
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Mr. Owen. That’s right. The program was developed using local 
issues but it was essentially the same type of program and many of 
us, of course, were for Wallace. probably all. 

Mr. Frazrer. Were there quite a number of other gentlemen selected 
to run on the—by the legislative, Communist legislative committee at 
that time for the legislature ? 

Mr. Owen. Pardon? 

Mr. Frazier. Were there a number of others or were you the only 
one they selected ? ; 

Mr. Owen. There were a number; yes. 

Mr. Frazier. Do you remember how many ? 

Mr. Owen. No, I don’t remember how many. 

Mr. Frazter. All of them were defeated by about 20,000, 25,000 
majorities weren’t they ? 

Mr. Owen. Yes. in the general election. 

Mr. Frazter. That’s all. 

Mr. Vevpr. I have no questions, Mr. Owen, but I do wish to make 
a statement relat ive to your testimon y. I congrs atulate you, first 
of all, on getting out of the Communist Party before it is too late. 
Secondly, on the very fine style in which you have presented your 
testimony here. There can be little doubt because of the investigation 
which we have made of your testimony prior to this session that you 
are telling the truth in every regard. As our counsel has stated, the 
testimony of Mr. Owen has been corroborated by other witnesses whom 
Mr Ku Zig mentioned. 

Mr. Owen, I feel, and person illy I feel and am satisfied that other 
members of the committee will feel, too, that you have rendered your 
country a great seep iotic service ine xposing the Communist apparatus 
as it operated in this particular area as to what you knew about it. 
You have given this committee some very valuable information upon 
which we can base legislation to meet the prob ylem. 

I would say that we have found a good many people have gotten 
into the Communist Party unselfishly with a desire to serve soc iety 
and have been disillusionized just like you were. They found, for 
instance, th: at instead of the Communist Party helping the Negro and 
preventing discrimination that actually they used the Negro to gain 
their own § elfish ends. which is the overthrow of our form of govern- 
ment by f force an 1d violence 

Again I Say, the committee is ck eply apprec lative of the information 
that you have given. You are now discharged and dismissed with the 
committee’s thanks. 

The committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. m., the hearing was recessed to 2 p. m. of 
the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met at 2:10 p. m., pursuant to recess, Representatives Harold H. 
Velde (chairman), and James B. Frazier, Jr., being present. ) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order, please. Are you ready 
to pre ceed, Mr. ( ‘ounsel 6 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes; Jack Dyhr. 

Mr. Veipr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 
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In the testimony that you are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God ¢ 

Mr. Dynr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN M. DYHR, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS ATTORNEY, 
THEODORE S. BLOOM 


Mr. Kunzic. Will you give your full name, please 

Mr. Dyrur. John M. Dyhr. 

Mr. Kuwzic. I note that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel p lease state his name and otlice address tor the record ? 

Mr. Broom. Theodore S. Bloom, 1123 Southwest Fifth Avenue. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you repeat that last name ¢ 

Mr. Broom. B-]-o0-o-m. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did the reporter get the address ? 

The Reporter. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Dyhr, would you please give your present resi- 
dence ? 

Mr. Dynr. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 


Mr. Ve_pr. What was that question again’ I’m sorry I didn't 
hear it. 

Mr. Kunzic. For his present residence, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. That is a matter of information which this con mittes 
should have, and is entitled to have in doing its work as directed by 
the Congress of the United States. Therefore, you are directed 


answer that question, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Dynr. Mr. Chairman, I wish to consult my counsel. 

Mr. Vetpr. You may have the privilege of conferring with your 
counsel, 

(Witness consults with counsel. ) 

Mr. Dyur. Upon advice of counsel I assume that the committee has 
my address. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. That is not the question, Mr. Chairman. He has no 
right to assume anything. We are asking, to BS, the record straight, 
what his address is. We wish to hear it from himself. 

Mr. Dynr. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. All right, Mr. Chairman, that is a clear declination 
And now I wis sh to ask you, so that the record may be straight, if you 
live at 7204 North Wilbur, Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr Dy HR. I wish to consult counsel, please. 

(Witness cons ults with counsel. ) 

Mr. Dyur. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth : amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that the witness 
be ordered to ans swer the question. 

Mr. Vreipr. Yes, you are directed to answer that question, Mr 
Witness. 

Mr. Dynr. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, just because of a desire to be completely 
fair to this witness and because he m: ly we ll be subje ( ‘ting himself to 
a contempt citation at this time, I would like to call his attention to 
the oe that oe have been contempt citations issued for this exact 
point, and that recently in St. Louis for a very similar point a person 
was put imme di ately in jail by a district judge out ofa hearing which 
arose from a grand jury proceedings. It went to the Supreme Court 
of the United States and he staye d there. 

Do you still wish to answer the snestone 1? I would like to ask you 
again: Do you live at 7204 North Wilbur in Portland, Oreg. ? 

Mr. Dyur. May I consult counsel, shan’ 

Mr. Kunzie. I suggest that you do. 

(Witness consults with counsel. ) 

Mr. Dyur. Upon the advice of counsel, I decline upon the same 


erounds 


Mr. Kunzic. Where are you presently employed, Mr. Dyhr? 


Mr. Dynr. I decline to answer that question on the erounds of the 
fifth amendment. 


Mr. Kunzia. I respectf lly request that the witness be directed to 
spent Mr. Chairman. 


. Vetpr. That, too, is another bit of information to which this 


committee is entitled under the laws under which we operate and, 
snErEr ORS, you are directed to answer the question. 

(Wi SS consults With ¢ nsel. ) 

Mr. = samy Upon the advice of counsel I decline to answer that ques- 
tion upon the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Veipe. Are you in the frame of mind now where you intend 
to refuse to answer any question that this committee might ask of 
you on the grounds ¢ f the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Dyur. May I consult counsel ? 

Witness consults with counsel.) 

Mr. Dyur. Mr. Chairman, may I say I would say not necessarily so. 

Mr. Kunzic. May : continue, Mr i, Ton alate 

Mr. Vevpe. All right, proceed, see if he will answer you. 


Mr. Kuwnzia. el you ever been a rs of the Communist 
Party, as you were identified this morning 


by the witness under oath ? 
Mr. Dynr. I decline to ans * tha ( 


stion on the grounds of the 
Ist, the 5th, the 9th, the 10th ar 9 the | {th amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you sure that you've cited all the amendments that 
yo *ve desired to? 

Mr. Dynur. At the moment, yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. All right, are you now a member 
Party? 

Mr. Dynr. I decline to answer 
fifth and the first amendments. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now isn’t it a fact 


of the Communist 
that question on the grounds of the 


that you were a member of the ex- 
ecutive committee—I will change that. Mr. Chairman. evidence 
shows that this man has been a member of the executive committee of 
the Communist Party, has been active in the Communist Party for 
many years, and is even today, in 1954, a member of the Oregon State 
Committee of the Communist Party. 


Are you today a member of the Oregon State Committee of the Com- 
munist Party ? 
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Mr. Dynr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever in the Armed Forces of the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. Dyur. May I consult counsel ? 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Mr. Dyur. Will you repeat the question again please / 

Mr. Kunzic. To the best of my knowledge it was: Were you ever in 
the Armed Forces of the United States of America ! 

Mr. Dynr. No sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were not? 

Mr. Dyur. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member in your younger years of the 
Young Communist League ? 

Mr. Dyur. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the first and 
the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions, 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Witness, we called you here with the idea in mind 
that you might possibly give us some information which would be 
of benefit to the committee in making recommendations to Congress 
for remedial legislation to meet the problem of Communist subversion. 

It is very disappointing to us and should be a disappointment to all 
within the sound of my voice that you do refuse to give your Govern- 
ment of which you are a citizen the benefit of any information which 
you might have concerning subversive elements. 

The witness is dismissed and will you call your next witness, please, 
Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Barbara Hartle. 

Mr. Vewpe (addressing Mr. Dyhr). You may sign your voucher 
here at the desk. 

Mr. Dyur. Am I to understand that Iam discharged now ? 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, you are discharged from your subpena. 

Mr. Dynr. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you stand and be sworn, please ? 

In the testimony that you are about to give fore this subecommit- 
tee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he Ip) you God? 

Mrs. Harrie. I do. 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name please ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY SPECIAL 
UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA HALL 


Mrs. Harrie. Barbara Hartle, B-a-r-b-a-r-a H-a-r-t-l-e. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, I note that you have no attorney present. 
You understand that by the rules of this committee, of course, you are 
— to be advised by counsel at all times during the course of the 

aring. It it my understanding that you do not wish to have an 
attorney to: advise you / 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, that is correct, I wish no attorney. 

Mr. Kunzic. Let the record show that the deputy United States 
ni irshal is accompany ing’ Mrs. Hartle and that she is in the « uslody of 
the United States marshal. 
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Mr. Veipr. Would you pull the microphone just a little closer 
to you Mrs. Hartle, please, so that we might be able to hear you ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hi: artle, am I correct in saying that you are re- 
cently convicted in the Smith Act trial in Seattle, and that you are 
presently beginning the serving of your sentence 4 

Mrs Ha RTLE, Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you appeal that sentence, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. I did appeal it and abandoned my appeal. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. And you have just been testifying, so that the 
record may be straight, before this committee in Seattle, Wash., for 
the last several days? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. As a matter of fact, you testified there this morning. 
Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And have just flown down here just now ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, would you tell the committee a bit of your 
background briefly, in summary, and how you became a member of 
the Communist Party, briefly your education, employment, and so 
forth ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was reared on a farm in eastern Washington. I was 
graduated from high school in Grants Pass, Oreg. I was graduated 
from Washington State College in 1929. After that I went to work in 
Spok ine fora weekly women’s new Sspaper called the Spokane Woman 
for a few months. And after that I went to work in 1929 in the Cres- 
cent Department Store in the advertising department. I worked 
there about 4 years, was laid off in the reduction of force in 1933 

After that I borrowed a few hundred dollars and started a circu- 
lating library in the Palace Department Store which moved shortly 
oo “I started it to the Pe ‘yton Building, and I had that circulating 

rary and gift shop for about 4 years to 1937. 

“Tt was in late 1933 that I joined the Communist Party. The way 
that I came to join the Communist Party was rather a roundabout way. 
I had wanted to be a writer. That is what I had studied in school, 
majored in english and journalism, to be a writer and I had re: ad 
in a small writers’ pamphlet that if you want to write great books, 
importi un books, that you want to read all sides of a subjec t, and one 
of the sides of one of the sub jects was to re ad Karl Marx’s Kapits ul, 
volume I. I found that quite difficult to read and so I studied it dur- 
ing most of a winter trying to answer the arguments, but having not 
been fortified with any political economy in school I became convinced 
that Karl Marx had a very good analysis of some of the difficulties 
that people were then experiencing during the depression, and since 
Karl Marx talks about the Socialist Party in_ Kapital, volume I, I 
thought that, “Well, I mi ist jol n the Socialist Party. ” T felt that I 
didn’t really want to join it very badly but I thought that if this was 
also correct that I should do it, that it was the right thing to do. 

And so I did join the Socialist Party in Spokane about 1932. 

Mr. Vevpr. That was more or less of your own wishes and desires? 
You were not controlled by any other person in that feeling, is that 
correct é 

Mrs. Harrie. That was my own idea upon reading volume I and 
studying really volume I of Kapital. 
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Mr. Vexpe. I believe that you had obtained some scholastic honors 
when you were in college, is that not true Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. At college I was graduated with the term “high 
honors” and I was a member of Phi Beta Kappa at Washington State 
College. 

| joined the Socialist Party and went to a few meetings. I do not 
recollect exactly how I got in contact with the Communists. I do know 
that the Communists were then very active among the Socialists and 
were recruiting out of the Socialist Party into the Communist Party. 
Since I can’t remember looking up the Communist Party, I am certain 
that they must have looked me up. 

I also remember though, from my past reading, of having some 
doubts about Soviet Russia. I had read about the prison camps in 
Siberia, some other things, and I am sure that the Communists heard 
me question about these things and decided that I had to have some 
doubts resolved about Russia. And so instead of recruiting me imme- 
diately into the Communist Party they invited me to become a member 
of the Friends of the Soviet Union, which was a front, a Communist- 
front organization in Spokane at that time. 

After being in that organization for about a year and being told of 
the very fine system that they had in Soviet Russia where there would 
be practically a heaven on earth, and feeling that that must be a won- 
derful thing, it was then possible for the Communists to recruit me. 

Mr. Kunzic. I think that the record should show at this time, Mr. 
Chairman, that the Friends of the Soviet Union, a predecessor of the 
American Council on Soviet Relations, was cited as Communist by 
Attorney General Tom Clark in 1947, by this committee as early 
as 1940, and by other committees, especially in California and Massa- 
chusetts as a Communist front. 

Would you continue please Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Hartie. In 1933, late 1933 then, I joined the Communist Party. 
I did not do this completely of my own volition. I had been around 
the Communists. They had given me lots of literature and one day 
the section organizer of the Communist Party came up to my book- 
store while I was still in the Palace Department Store and he said, 
“Well, Barbara, we’ve known you for a long time. You know what 
the right thing is todo. W e have had a meeting and discussed it an‘ 
we have decided that if you’re going to join the Communist Party you 
will have to join it now.” 

I didn’t stop to consider then that there was any unusual pressure 
in that, but I felt that, “Well, if it is the right thing to do that I 
shouldn’t hang back from doing it.” And so I di d join oe I have 
been a member of the Communist Party from then until at a later 
time when I quit the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you quit it very recently, did you not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I really quit the Communist Party on March 12 
of this year when I went to the FBI, although I thought that I had 
quit it at the beginning of 1952 when I broke contact in the under- 
ground. 

Mr. Kunzie. You did go through the entire trial, did you not, with 
out publicly breaking in any way from the Communist Party? 


Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzic. I would like to—just before I ask you the next field I 
wish to turn to—would you tell us very briefly a few of the main posi- 
tions that you have held in the Communist Party over the years? 
Mrs. Harrie. In Spokane, Wash., I was first a branch secretary 
unit 4. That was the first neighborhood unit of the Communist 
Party in Spokane, Wash. 

Later I became what was then known as agit-prop director, agita- 
tional propaganda director. Now the Communist Party uses the 
term “education director.” 

Mr. Kunzic. That is a-g-i-t dash p-r-o-p, is that right? 


mM 


Mrs. Hartye. That is right 

Mr. Kunzic. Agit-prop ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I had other positions as branch chairman and 
other jobs, but one of the main next jobs that I had was organizational 
ecretary of the Spokane section. After a leave of absence for about 
. year while I was in Montana upon my return in about 1941 I became 
the organizer, the full time organizer, of the Communist Party in 
Spokane. A few months later Idaho was added to my territory and 
I was the organizer of the Inland Empire Council of the Communist 
Party which included Spokane and environs, eastern Washington and 
L[daho, the State of Idaho. 

In about 1942, in June of 1942, I was assigned to come to Seattle as 
full-time district worker. I did come to Seattle and I became secre- 
tary of the King County, that is the Seattle county, of the Commu- 
! Party for about a year. I was the chairman of the King County 


( ommunist Party for about 3 years. I was educational director of 
the Northwest district for about a year and a half on two separate 
occasions. I was the Northwest district executive secretary for about 
i yearanda half. 
Mr Ky NZIG. Mrs. Hartle. I would like to turn to a specific sub- 
t . 


ject, if I may, and ask you whether it is correct to say that the Com- 
nist Party is an international conspiracy, and then ask you to 
ve us the benefit of your knowledge from your intimate connec- 
tion with the Communist Party on that general subject; the inter- 
national conspiracy aspect of the party. 
Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it is correct to say that the Communist Party 
in international conspiracy. Marxism-Leninism, the theory on 
ich the Communist Party of the U.S. A. bases itself, is recognized 
by all Communist Parties of all countries as their basic theory, and 
of course, includes the Soviet Party of Soviet Russia. The in- 
ional character of communism Was organizationally expressed 
the Third International, the Third Comintern, which was formed 
in 1919 under the leadership of V. I. Lenin. 
The Communist Party of the U. S. A. became a part of this Inter- 
tional in 1928 or 1929 and stayed in it until 1940. The Communist 
Party of this country disaffiliated in 1940 from the Comintern and 
St d ts reason for doing so as being the Voorhis Act. 
. Kunzic. Would you spell that act please ? 
Mrs. Harrie. V-o-o-r-h-i-s. The International itself was dissolved 
luring World War Il. The reasons given in the Communist Party 
were that a new world situation had been reached, that the respec- 
tive Communist Parties were now able to stand on their own feet with- 


t such formal organizational ties, and that in any event the Inter- 


t } 


itional couldn’t function during wartime. It was also said that dis- 


v8 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6633 


solution would be a contribution to the war for national liberation. 
which is a name that Stalin gave World War II after the Soviet Union 
was attacked by Hitler. 

The formation of the Cominform after the war was presented in the 
Communist Party as not being another Communist Internationa] 
but as being an information bureau for exchange of opinions. This 
Communist information bureau was composed of the parties of nine 
countries and did not include the Communist Party of the United 
States. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did I understand you to say that the Cominform was 
a successor to the Comintern ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I say that the Communist Party said that it was not 
another Communist Party International. 

Mr. Kunzic. That's words of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is what the Communist Party said. The 
impression was given that this setup did not have the authority of 
the CI, but that it was a loose fraternal type of relation. That is the 
way that it was presented within the Communist Party while I was 
a leader in the Communist Party. 

In these various maneuvers, in ‘luding the SF P.’s U. S. A. disaffilia- 
tion, and including the dissolution of the Comintern, there was never 
a word or a hint that the national parties should ever find themselves 
at odds on principle. Marxism-Leninism continued to be the guiding 
theory of all of them and was recognized by all of them. 

Diilerent attitudes of the National Communist Party toward a prob 
lem were possible but this would be a matter of tactics only. 

The heavy exchange of literature between the Communist Parties, 
with much emphasis on literature from the Communist Party of the 
Sov et | nion and from the (vovernment of the U S '. R. into the 


Commu) t Party of the I . Ss. A. is a concrete expre on that this 


ommon tie of M rxism Le i} ism was never abal doned. Che litera 
ture from Red China and other pl ices, other countries, eastern Eu 
ropean countries, also come under this exchange. 

The theory of M irxism Leninism expressed In books that I cir u- 
lated and talked from prove without a possib lity of doubt that com- 
munism is an international movement and this is not something that 
is hidden in the basie theory but that is emphasized in the basic t] eory 
of Marxism-Leninism. I was taught in a national training school, 
which I attended in 1946, an 8- or 10-week full-time training school 
that was held for propaganda leaders at Camp Beacon on the Hudson 
near New York City. There I was taught that for the Communist 
Party to depart from general principle was revisionism. The general 
principle referred to was Marxism-Leninism. 

Mr. Vetpe. You say that was in 1945? 

Mrs. Harrie. 1946. 

Mr. Veupr. Well, that was after the Duclos letter and after the 
break in the party, wasn’t it? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was after the reconstitution of the Communist 
Party. The school, I might add, set its objective to root revisionism 
out of the Communist Party of the U.S. A., and to have it on the high 
road of Marxism-Leninism. ‘That was the objective of the school. 
In many Marxist-Leninist theoretical works the ideas expressed were 
that communism is not a movement for communism in any single coun- 
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try or even group of countries, that it is an internation: il movement, 
and that its aim is world communism, and this is also not hidden in 
the basic work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did the Communists feel that capitalism and com- 
munism were compatible or incompatible? I’m thinking in terms of 
the Duclos letter. ey: ‘haps you could explain briefly about that letter. 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist-Marxist-Leninist theories on which 
they base aes are very clear, that communism and capitalism 
are not compat ible, that they are directly opposed to each other, that 
this is evidenced in the class struggle, the struggle of the two main 


classes. The Commi unist theory says there are two main classes of 
society—the working class and the capitalist class, which are in con- 
stant war. The working class has as its representative the Commu- 
nist Party. That is the representative of the working class. 


Mr. Kunzic. Self-imposed, I suppose, upon the working class? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. They haven’t taken a vote about that yet. The 
Republican and Democratic Parties and all the rest of the parties, they 
all represent the bourgeois class, the capitalist class. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the Duclos letter and would you spell it for 
the reporter ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The D-u-c-l-o-s letter was an article written by Jac- 
ques Duclos, a Communist Party leader of France and was printed in 
the theoretical organ of the Communist Party of France. This letter 
discus sed the Communist Party of the U. S. A. and specifically the 
kind of program and leadership that Earl Browder was giving the 
Communist movement in the United States. 

Mr. Kuwnzica. W hat period of time was this, Mrs. Hartle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was the period of time after the Communist 
Party had aa Aodthen d andthe Communist Polit ical Association had 
been formed. 

Mr. Kunzic. What year ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In 1944. In this letter Jacques Duclos said that this 
move and these policies of Ear] Browder were revisionism of Marxism- 
Leninism; said that Earl Browder had abandoned the class struggle 
and become a class collaborationist, that Earl Browder’s perspective 
that the countries of the world could get along peacefully now that 
fascism had been defeated was an empty illusion, and said that the 
class struggle never ends until the working class is victorious—the 
working class led by the Communist Party, no one else. 

Mr. Kunzie. At that point the Communist Party clearly became a 
militant party against the United States of America ? 

Mrs. Daecin Yes. At that point it did become so. Instead of 
trying to have labor-management relations, peaceful ones with negoti- 
ations where that was possible to make gains without resorting to large 
struggle and large demonstrations and a large uproar, that that should 
be done. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you suggesting that if there could be a peaceable 
labor settlement of a strike, for ex: imple. or any dispute between labor 
and mans gvement, the Communist P arty would pre fer not to have a 
peak ae settle ‘ment but would prefer strikes and trouble ? 

Mrs. Harrier. That is correct. I was taught in the national train 
ing school in 1946 that the aim of the Communist Party is to teach the 
working class how to unite and fight, and that thev cannot learn this 
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by getting concessions, that they can only learn this by putting up a 
igh and w resting concessions, if you p ylease, in the course of struggle, 

1 the course of strife, in the course of mobilizi Ing public opinion and 
getting it aroused up. 

Mr. Kunzic. Since you have mentioned it at this point, where was 
this national training school and what was it ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. It was in Camp Beacon. 

Mr. Kunzic. What State? 

Mrs. Harrie. It was held at Camp Beacon in New York State. 
That is on the Hudson, not too far from New York ¢ ity. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was this a national training school of ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It was a training school for propagandists, of the 
Communist Party. It—district educational directors, persons with 
important assignments on Communist newspapers, organizers of im- 
portant districts, and such persons came to this school. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever know a Mark Haller? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever know him in connection with this na- 
tional training schoo] ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunaic. And if so, would you tell us about it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was a student, a fellow student of mine at that 
national training school and came from the State of Oregon. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes: I knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party. I had known him to be a member of the district committee of 
which I, also, was a member. I have met with him in many, many dis- 
trict functionary, district committee meetings. 1 was in the same 
group with him at the national training school. 

Mr. Vetpr. When was the national training school again ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In 1946, 

Mr. Kunzic. What district was it that you were referring to, Mrs. 
Hartle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That I represented ? 

Mr. Kunzic. When you said that you met in district meetings with 
Mark Haller. 

Mrs. Harrie. Northwest district meetings, when Oregon was a part 
of the Northwest District 12 of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartie. That’s right. 

Mr. Vevpr. Can you tell me what district Oregon is in now? As 
far as the Communist Party is concerned. 

Mrs. Harrur. In 1947 the Oregon section of the Communist Prete 
was attached directly to the national organization as a separate State 
organization and was withdrawn as a part of the Northwest district. 

Mr. Vevpe. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. What district is it now, what number, if you know ? 

Mrs. Harte. Oregon ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mrs. Harrie. No; I don’t know what number they on Oregon. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I want to ask you a very serious question, Mrs. Hartle. 
What would be the position of a Communist, either underground or 
not underground at the present time in the U nited States of America 
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in the event of war with the Soviet Union, from your own personal 
knowledge ? 
Mrs. Ha RTLE. From my own personal knowledge, from reading the 
statement « vi lliam Z. Foster, which was discussed in our district 
] 


party meetings, the » position ws uld be that in the event that the United 
States would = nch a war of maaan against Soviet Russia that 
the Communist Party would not support that war. This, you will 
uote, is a quite careful formulation, it is like many other Communist 
formulatior In that statement is the idea that if there were any war 
between our country and Soviet Russia that if there were any war 
t] the only war that the Communists would oppose would be 
agcores ve war on the part of the United States. However, in all of 
the ( mmunist material and in all of the communisti > poli cies and 
dis ssions it is possibly said that the Government of the United 
Stat sa government of imperialists and that the imperialists are 
SK ¢ to launch an aggressive world war III to save their system 
and to get new markets and so forth. And so it is understood that 
when this formulation is made that in the event of war between the 
United States and Soviet Russia that the Communists would not 
support the United States. 


Mr. Vev_pr. And it has been predetermined then that if- the United 
States gets into any kind of a war whatsoever whether it is to 
defend our own shores or to defend the free nations of the world, 
it is pre Dubhionaiviidl by the Communist Party that that is a war of ag- 
gression on the part of the United States caused by imperialism, Wall 
Street,andso forth. Isthat correct ? 

a Harrie. Yes. There is no doubt in my mind about that. The 

itude in all of its publications, in its basic theory, the attitude of 
th e Communist Party toward Soviet Russia is that that is’a socialist 
country, that this country has no reason for launching an aggressive 
war and a lot of other material along that line, and that on the con- 
trary the United States Government has every reason for launching 

goressive war because it is a capitalist country and it is just a fore- 
gone conclusion with this attitude toward Soviet Russia that what 
foster meant when he said, “In the event of an aggressive war by the 
United States against Soviet Russia,” that he meant any war that 


n go t | appel bet wee} th coun try and Soviet Russia. 
Kunzic. Mrs. H: irtle, I would like to turn to the work of such 
f t organizations as the Cell Rights Congress, and ask you if you 


nave any personal Knowleage yourself of the Civil Rights Congress, 
its position with relationship to fe Coin cies lak Party and its function 
today in the United States of America? I want to carefully — a 
distinction between the Civil Rights C ongress and the A. C. L. U., the 


American Civil Liberties Union which is, of course, an anal ‘di f- 
ferent organization. Iam speaking a the Civil Rights Congress. 


Mr. Venpr. Perhaps you might note the citations of the Civil 
Rights Congress, Mr. Counsel, if you could supply—find them—in 


Mr. Kunzia. The Civil Rights Congress, Mr. Chairman, and for 
the record, has been cited as subversive and Communist by Attorney 
General Tom Clark in 1947, and again in 1948, It has been cited by 
this committee in 1947 as an organization formed as a merger of two 
other Communist-front organizations: the liiereialiion al Labor De- 
fense and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, dedi- 
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cated not to the broader issues of civil liberties but specifically to the 
defense of individual Communists and the Communist Party and con- 
trolled by individuals who are either members of the Communist Party 
or openly loyal to it. 

Would you give us the benefit of any em ledge that you have from 
your own personal experiences, Mrs. Hartle, in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. After the first arrest under the Si mith Act, the arrests 
of 12 national committee members of the Communist Party, the civil 
rights work of the Communist Party in district 12 became a very im- 
portant part of its work and took up a great deal of its time and energy. 

After about a year of operating in this way the Communist Party itself 
carrying its own defense work on directly right within its organiza- 
tion with the aid of a few undeveloped front setups, as for a fund drive, 
the advice was transmitted from national headquarters, Henry Huff, 
H-u-f-f, reporting William Z. Foster’s words that, “The Communist 
Party could not be its own defense organization, that a separate organ- 
ization was necessary.” The reason given was that the Communist 
Party was the political party of the working class and had to give 
political leadership, and that sBeeclrcsesh out all of its own defense work 
within the organization would prevent it from fulfilling its basic mis- 
sion. 

This report was given by Henry Huff to the district boards of the 
Communist Party and of which I was a member. 

A short time later Huff made the piogoen! that John Daschbach—— 

Mr. Kuwnzia. W ould you spell that please ? 

Mrs. Harrie (continuing). D-a-s-c-h-b-a-c-h. Take the assign- 
ment of eatin the Civil Rights Congress and infusing some real life 
and activity into it. Huff emphasized the importance of this task, the 
necessity of building up the Civil Rights Congress, the necessity of its 
taking on the immediate defense work such as mobilizing public sup- 
port, raising funds, getting signatures to petitions, holding public 
meetings and things of that nature. 

John Daschbach was a member of the district committee and this 
assignment was a district board and committee assignment and of 
leading importance. 

Daschbach accepted this assignment and began to work on it for 
some time before I left Seattle in July of 1950 at which time I was sent 
underground by the Communist Party. 

Besides Daschbach’s assignment, which was an important step, Huff 
made it clear ina oa ict conference that—a district conference of the 


Communist Party—that it was important to support the CRC. 
Mr. VELDE. Mie. Hartle, you mention ed that hse were di rected to 
ovo unde reround in 1950. Could you explait that a little more fully 


what was meant by that and so forth? If you are coming to it later 
in your testimony I will be glad to withdraw that question. 

Mrs. HARTLE. ¥ es, please. ] will be clad to now. Do you wish me 
to do it? 

Mr. Verpr. No: I withdraw the a ion. By the way, you do 
have notes there I notice. Will you tell the committee how those were 
prepared and when they were prepared ? 

Mrs. Harrie. These notes were prepared by myself on the basis of 
what I could remember of the activities of the Communist Party that 
IT had engaged in. 


Mr. Kunzic. Where have you prepared these notes ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. They were prepared in the marshal’s office while I 
was In custody as Iam serving my sentence. 

Mr. Kunzic. Just recently in other words ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Just recently. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue in your discussion of the Civil 
Rights Congress ? 

Mrs. H ARTLE. The assignment of John Daschbach to head the Civil 
Rights Congress was an important step but despite this Huff made a 
report in a district conference in which he stressed that the sections of 
the Communist Party needed to assign members to work in the CRC 
and he criticized what he considered to be some inattention to its im- 
portance. He pushed for the building of the Civil Rights Congress. 
The term he used was that we had to overcome a lackadaisical attitude 
toward this very important work of this very important organization. 

The Civil Rights Congress in Seattle was completely under Commu- 
nist domination at the time that I left Seattle. It did carry out other 
campaigns but—by this I mean other campaigns besides defending 
those indicted under the Smith Act—and some of those campaigns 
were in the Negro rights’ field, but it was the Communist Party policy 
to make the Civil Rights Congress appear to be a genuine civil rights’ 
organization in order to gain broader support for its basic program. 

After I returned to Seattle after my arrest and after I was released 
on bond I spoke at some house gatherings of the Civil Rights Congress 
in raising funds for the Seattle Smith Act case, and I found that two 
versons were in the | adership of the Civil Rights Congress in particu- 
ar whom I had known as Communists before I had left Seattle. 

Besides John Daschbach there was Harriett Pierce, H-a-r-r-i-e-t 
P-i-e-r-c-e, who was in a full time capacity in the Civil Rights Con- 
gress office in the third floor of the Bay Building, and Bernard Sreyd, 
15-e-r-n-! ; 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew both of these to be members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes: I knew them both to be members of the Com- 
munist Party until the time that I left Seattle. 

Mr. Kunzic. When they made speeches for civil rights all around 
the area about the Civil Rights Congress and so forth, did they an- 
nounce to the people whom they were speaking to, “I am a member of 
the Communist Party”? 

Mrs. Harrie. I did not hear any of them do so and I spoke at a 
number of meetings and did not hear anyone say that they were a 
member of the Communist Party. not even John Daschbach who did 
say that he was a member of the Communist Party in the Smith Act 
trial. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Do you have any further testimony on the Civil Rights 
Congress / 

Mrs. Harrier. I think that I—in giving a definition of the Civil 
Rights Congress I would say that it was a Communist-front organiza- 
tion in the field of civil rights. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I would like to read you a few words that 
appeared today’s Morning Oregonian before I ask you the next 
question which I would like you to answer as these other questions 
from your own perso! al knowledge. of course, aS a Communist for 
Wal Vy. many years. 


} 
I 


i-r-d S-r-e-y-d 
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There has been testimony before this committee referring to a Dr. 
Stanley Moore who is at the present time on the east coast but who 
recently in the last several days sent back a letter here which was 
published in all the newspapers about his position. He appeared be 
fore this committee and took the fifth amendment and two other people 
ap peared before this committee, former Communists, and said they 
knew him as a member of the Communist Party. 

He says in his letter, “J have fooled nobody. I have committed 1 
( rime S. ‘J he vorst thing th: at | could be guilty ot is bel ngun populk ur. 
And then one asked, apparently long distance, by a newspaperman 
whether he was a member of the Communist Party and he answered as 
usual, “That is my own affair.” 

What I would like to ask you, Mrs. Hartle, with that preface, is 
what are the instructions given to members of the Communist Party 
on behavior before this committee when they come in to testify ? Is 
that a matter discussed? Are there arrangements on that sort of 
thing? What are people told to do? 

Mrs. Harrir. There are general instructions on such matters that 
are always given and taught to people in the Communist Party, and 
ien there are specific instructions and arrangements made over 

Ya person. The 
general instructions that one learns in the Communist Party is that 
wh rever he appears and whatever he does, it is his duty and respon 


sibility to put forth the Communist Party line in the most effective 


po sible manner that the situation allows, and that apples to court 
and committees, to trade-union meetings and to all other activities, 


includin 


specific events such as the Velde committee st bpen All 


g your own family whom you are also supposed to propagan 
dize to the best of your ability. 

The spec ific instructions on committees such as the Velde committee, 
the 5 geners ul line is to re fuse cooper: ition. The Ss] ecific method of re- 
fusing cooperation | istorely on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, of course, we know and to be completely fair 
we know that a person has every right in this ¢ untry to use the fifth 
amendment if he feels that his answer may tend to incriminate him, 
but beyond that point we are interested in your personal testimony 
as a former member of the Communist Party, and if I understand it 
correctly, you are telling us that this is arranged and worked out in 
advance in Communist Party meetings as to how to behave and how 
to disrupt congressional investigations. Isthat correct ¢ 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. Meetings are held on such matters and as much 
detailed preparation as possible is made before such an event. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you, yourself, participate in such meetings where 
arrangements ° were made as to how to disrupt congressional commit 
tees ¢ 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes, I have participated, I don’t believe on congres- 
sional committees, but I had a great deal of experience along that line 
with the Canwell committee in the State of Washington. 

Mr. Veupr. What about some of these witnesses, these fifth amend 
ment witnesses that appear who rant and rave and abuse the com- 
mittee and won’t even take the fifth amendment until they are through 
talking and ranting and raving. Are they given instructions by the 
Communist Party to do that or do they do that on their own accord ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. It comes from the general instructions of the Com- 
munist Party as best they are able to put forth the Communist Party 
line. 

Mr. VELDE. Some person with an education such as, a good education 
such as a lawyer or a professor could very well put forth the party 
line by Seis th e committee and its members ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is definitely a part of it. There are many 
possible tactics as I am sure the Velde committee is well aware. They 
are delaying tactics, there are evasive tactics, there are direct refusal, 
sharp refusal, and many other tactics are possible, and this depends 
somewhat upon the capacities of the individual Communist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you noticed, yourself, personally in the last few 
days any of these tactics being used in a certain nearby city known as 
Seattle ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, I have noticed quite a variety of tactics being 
used there with about the same general impression, though, on the 
public mind, I think. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, I think this might be a good moment 
for a 5 or 10 minute recess. 

Mr. Vexupe. All right. The committee will be in recess for 15 
minutes. 

(F ifteen-minute recess. ) 

Mr. Vevtpe. The committee will be in order, please. Proceed, Mr. 
Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I turn now to the position of the Com- 
munist Party concerning sabotage in the United States, and I should 
like to ask you from your own personal experience to testify on that 
question, sabotage. 

Mrs. Hartir. In the selected and in the en works of V. I. 

Lenin which I have studied as a Communist leader and teacher, I have 
read that a true party of the working class must do work in the armed 
forces of its country. I remember hearing discussions along this line 
in the first couple of years that I was in the party in 1934-35, but after 
that the position of the C. P. U.S. A. evident to me was that such work 
was not done by the Communist Party in this country. Work in the 
Armed Forces was not done by the Communist Party here. However, 
during World War IT a Communist did go into the Armed Forces and 
it that time they were given leave of Pigsoma from the Communist 
Party and were reregistered upon their return in order to be what 
1e Communist Party called full me ia rs again. 
My understanding as a Communist leader was that Communists in 
the Armed Forces during World War II had no special mission to 
fulfill except to be the best possible soldiers to help win the war against 
Hitlerism, against fascism. When Leo Canafax, C-a-n-a-f-a-x, was 
in the Armed Forces after World War II in 1947 and spoke with me 
and evinced an interest in the Communist Party, I explained to him 
that he could not be recruited into the party until after he had been 
discharged from the Army. I have never learned yet how this basic 
Leninist position that I studied in the basic works is reconciled with 
the official and apparent practice of the Communist Party of the 
U.S. A. It is made very clear by Lenin that a revolutionary party 
of the \ orking class must do work in the Armed Forces of its country 
so there is a contradiction between theory and practice that was never 
explained to me 
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I do remember one formulation expressed by Andrew Remes who 
was acting district organizer of the Communist Party of the northwest 
district at the time that Hitler attacked Russia. In explaining why 
Communist Party members would willingly enter the Armed Forces 
and serve to the best of their ability, he said in a district conference of 
Communists, “We are going to build a people’s army under brass hats.” 
That to me at least is somewhat contradictory to a leave of absence and 
being the best possible soldie rapproac *h. 

Further, on the question of sabotage, the Communist Party position 
is that, its open position, is that it does not condone sabotage, and it 
tries to laugh that off as being something a at it has no thoughts of. 
However, a closer examination into its basic theory and position into 
literature that it circulates will show that the blind allegiance ‘eto Russia 
and the world Communist movement would, if a person remained a true 
Communist, lead to acts of sabotage in wartime if our country were en- 
gaged in a war with the Communist country like Soviet Russia. That 
is my own belief, that that would be the outcome of remaining a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party until any such eventuality would come 

about. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mrs. Hartle, from your experiences in the Communist 
Party, what is the viewpoint expressed at meetings, district meetings, 
among the leaders of the Communist Party and so forth on the sub- 
ject of attempts to either infiltrate or—to infiltrate religion or to use 
religion for the benefit of the Communist Party? Would you explain 
briefly your knowledge on that point? 

Mrs. Hartie. The Communist Party in my experience in the north- 
west district has had practically no success, and has made very little 
effort to recruit members of the ministry into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Konzic. You are talking now about recruiting ministers into 
the party itself? 

Mrs. Harrie. As members. 

Mr. Kunzia. As members. 

Mrs. Harrie. Of the Communist Party. There has been more 
uccess and a great deal more effort to involving members of the minis- 
try in front work and on front issues. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you explain, please, in a little more detail what 
you mean by that? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, for instance, a peace petition, the peace program 
of the Communist Party always coincides with the Foreign policy of 
Soviet Russia. And when the Communist Party puts out a peace 
program, it’s a peace program that furthers the interest in one way or 
another of the foreign policy of Soviet Russia. 

However, the members of the clergy will be approached on the basis 
of the deep interest that the Communists know that members of the 
ministry have in peace. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are talking now, of course, about non-Commu- 
nists, perfectly fine, decent ministers, who have a sincere desire for 
peace ? 

Mrs. Hartue. Yes, that is true, and who have no idea of the con- 
notations of this particular peace policy, and will attempt to secure 
their names to petitions, secure the use of their names for committees, 
attempt even to involve them in peace organizations like in neighbor- 
hoods, and thereby to lend dignity and credibility to the peace, so- 
called peace program, that is being put forth by the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Kunzie. Do you know of your own personal knowledge that the 
Communist Party did ittempt to dothis sort of athing? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I have known of my own personal knowledge 
that this has been done on a number of issues. JI remember its being 
done in the 1930’s in Spokane in connection with unemployed demands, 
relief dem: inds, lmpos sible ones they were, too, that were made by the 
Communist Party and were able to involve a large group of ministers 
to go along with this demand until they found out that it was spon- 
sored DY the Communist Party. 

I have heard since my arrest and was in Seattle during the trial 
that a number of ministers were gotten to sign a petition In connec- 
tion with the R senberes, And in addition to that, I also heard that 
down the names of a number of ministers 
without having previously consulted them, too. This was a mis- 
take and those ministers whose names were put on that way plus 
some others who will ngly gave them repudiated that in the Seattle 
newspapers. 

There have been other things | ke the Stor kholm Peace Pledge and 


someone by mistake pe 


other matters on whi hn the names of clergymen have been secured 
and used in front worl. not knowing in almost all cases the direct tie 
to the Communist Party of the issue o1 the comm {tee or ¢ yreanization. 


Mr. Veipre. Do you know of your own personal knowledge that the 
Committee to Defend the Rose bel oe Stockholm Peace Movement. 
and those were actu lly controlled | ry the Communist Party itself ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I do know that the Communist Party started, organ- 
zed, planned, and carried through the whole Stoc kholm Peace Pledge 
campaign in the State of Washington. 

Mr. Vetpre. Proceed. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Hartle, I turn now to something that you men- 


— 


tioned a little earlier and we put t off for a few moments to comple te 
the testimony that you were giving at that time. That is the question 
of your having gone into the underground in the last few years of 
your membership in the Communist Party. I wish that you would 
give the committee the benefit of your knowledge in this field of the 
underground. What is it when someone goes underground? What 
does it mean? How does he or she go underground and are there 
people underground for the Communist Party today? It is my under- 
standing that a great deal of your experience underground was in 
the State of Oregon and I wish that you would testify in detail on 
that point. 

Mrs. Harrie. At the end of June 1950 the Northwest district secre- 
tary of the Communist Party, Clayton Van Lydegraf 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that please 

Mrs. H ARTLE. V-a-n L-y-d-e-g-r- -a-f, (C ree :) Came to the 
house where I was living and told me, “This is it. Soe are very 
serious and it looks like someone is going to have to leave town.” And 
he meant to go underground. He said that I should come * a park 
in Seattle for am eeting : about it ina couple of hours and to be careful 
how I entered the par k that no one would see me. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you say that was in June of 1950? 

Mrs. Harrie. 1950. 

Mr. Vevpr. How did that coincide with the sending of troops to 
Korea and the North Kon ans’ attack upon the South Koreans? 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6643 


Mrs. Harte. It was almost immediately after that. I was still in 
Seattle when that took place. I met in the park with 4 district leaders: 
Henry Huff, Van Lydegraf, Ralph Hail, and myself met in the park, 
and He nry Huff, who was district chairman of the Communist Party 
expl: ained that some people, at least 2 people, had to go underground 
immediately, that the situation was getting very critical and that there 
had to be reserve leaders away somewhere, someplace in case the present 
leadership were arrested. 

The upshot of the decision was that Ralph Hall and I should 
underground, although in most districts it was said that the very top 
leaders should go underground. 

Going underground simply meant that you disappeared from the 
present scene; you took another hame, you too Ik an othe r social Secul Ity 
number, you took another age, you changed your identity in such a 
way that you would not be recognized by anyone, by authorities or 
others. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did you tell your friends? 

Mrs. Harrie. I told them nothing; I just left. 

Mr. Kunzic. You just disappeared from view ‘ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I just disappeared and the Communist Party 
leadership was explaining in those days to the membership that when 
someone disappears, if you don’t see someone around, the best thing 
to do is not to ask questions, and they were thus informed not to ask 
questions about people that were not around, that there was good 
reason for them not to be there. 

Mr. Kunzic. How did they keep in contact with you? How did 
the Communist Party leaders keep in contact ? 

Mrs. Hartir. The contact was kept with a courier, a contact person 
who kept contact with you, knew where you were, knew where he 
could meet with you again, who would bring literature and who would 
bring or take messages as the occasion seemed to require. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you go when you went underground ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. First I went to Tacoma, Wash. I rented an apart- 
ment. I didn’t work at that time. I stayed in that apartment morn- 
ing, noon, and night and went out only for groceries and just sat there, 
not for anyone to see me at all that might recognize me. Later I went 
to Puyallup, Wash., and secured work as a cook ina restaurant. I was 
told that that was entirely too open a place, that too many people were 
coming in there and that I had to move. 

At that time I came to Portland and then went to Oregon City. In 
Oregon City I rented an apartment and I worked about a month in 

restaurants in Oregon City. 

Mr. Kunzic. Roughly when was this, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was in—after working in Puyallup, that was in 
1951. I worked in Oregon City for several weeks in Seid’s Restaurant 
as a waitress while I was 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. S-e-i-d-’-s Restaurant in Oregon City. (Continu 
ing:) As a waitress. It was, I realized from my instructions, not a 
very good place and I went then to Salem, Oreg. I stayed at Salem, 
Oreg., for about a month and worked in a pr intshop there. I learned 
one day that an FBI agent had been in the printshop, so I departed 

posthaste from Salem and went to Eugene, Oreg. In December 1951 
I went to work in a restaurant in Eugene, Oreg.—the River Road 
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Cafe—as a combination cook and waitress. It was quite far out of 
town. I didn’t see people—I didn’t run across people that I knew 
there. 

And there I stayed. I had a steady and a good job. I liked it and 
about the beginning of 1952, when I saw how the American people 
were living without benefit of the Communist Party, I decided to 
break contact with the underground and quit the Communist Party. 
I tried to break the underground contact but contrary to what I had 
been told the Communist I arty leadership was able to keep contact 
with me. They took precautions to find out where I was living, 
although I did not know that they were supposed to know that. They 
came after me from time to time and tried to get me to come to meet- 
ings. I refused to go. I was still on that job, on which I stayed 9 
months, far longer than an underground worker should, and stayed 
there and was arrested by the FBI on September 17, 1952 

The purpose of going underground, as it was explained to me, was 
the purpose of having capable leading Communists out some place 
not known to anyone who, if the operating leadership of the district 
were arrested or anything else should happen to them, that those 
underground members would then be able to step in and assume the 
leadership of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Ve.pe. But in so assuming that leadership, in case the real 
leader was arrested, you would have to then come aboveground, 
wouldn’t you ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. There was a choice there. It would depend upon the 
situation and that was explained that that then would depend upon 
the situation, but since I was in the third echelon it was pretty well 
understood that by the time that we came to that third reserve com- 
mittee, the deep underground committee, that that leadership would 
then have to function underground as well. 

Mr. Vexpe. I see. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain what the third echelon is, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It meant the third reserve committee. There was an 
operating committee, there was a second committee underground to 
take the place of the first committee, and there was a third committee 
to take the place of the second committee, and I was in the third 
committee. 

Mr. Vevpe. I see. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now either in this underground experience or other- 
wise in your Communist work did you ever have occasion to have it 
brought to your attention of Communist groups operating with stu- 
dents of ¢ ollege- level age ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. In underground work ? 

Mr. Kunzie. Well first in underground work and then in any Com- 
munist work, in general, in other words. 

Mrs. Hartite. Well as far as the underground work is concerned 
the only opinion there was that it would be very well to have able, 
tested, young, physically able-bodied people for underground work, 
people who could work and earn their living while they were under- 
ground and who could stand that strenuous kind of an existence. 

But as far as youth in general is concerned, the Communist Party 
attaches a great deal of importance to work among youth. This is 
true internationally and it is true of the Communist Party of the U.S. 
A. In the Northwest district, as a district board member, I was as- 


I 
> 
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signed to head the district youth work and it was ae an im 
portant assignment to build the Labor Youth League, to pene sot 
universities, the campus organizations of the University vot W idee gton 
and ~~ colleges and to do work in high schools as well. 

Kunzic. I realize that to a great extent that you were largely 
in he Washington area. We had testimony here this morning, sworn 
testimony, about a Communist P arty cell at Reed College. 1 wonder 
if that in any way came to your atte ntion ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Especially during the 1930’s I heard m: ny reports at 
district plenums, that is enlarged district committee meetings, I heard 
many reports that spoke of the success and work of the Communist 
Party at Reed College. By the 1940's, and that was at those times 
fairly well detailed and fairly well given in detail; however, by the 
time of the 1940’s while Oregon was still in the district, the reports 
would be more general, but it was well understood by the district 
leadership and spoken of in private conferences that from time to 
time there was varying success at Reed College. I have always known 
that the Communist Party in Oregon had some kind of contact 
through students and sometimes through teachers at Reed College. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Did you know Haller that we’ve talked about here 
earlier today, Mark Haller, in the underground? Did you know him 
to be underground ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. That didn’t come to your personal attention ¢ 

Mrs. Hartie. No. No other underground was ever revealed to the 
underground of the district of W ashington. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you say that again. In the district of Wash- 
ington—I didn’t quite understand that. 

Mrs. Harrie. What I mean is that if there is an underground in 
one State, it will not reveal its membership to the underground of 
another State. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see, because you did testify about some other people 
who were underground with you in the State of Washington. What 
you mean is that you didn’t know anybody from Oregon in the under- 
ground 4 

Mrs. Hartie. That’s right. They had their own underground, but 
there were contacts between all of these State organizations. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isee. Now as we draw toward the conclusion of your 
testimony, Mrs. Hartle, I would like to turn your attention to what 
ever knowledge you had of Communist activities in the State of Ore- 
gon. I believe you have already said that the State of Oregon was 
a part of the Northwest at one time, the Northwest district, at an 
earlier period. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. From the time that I joined the Communist 
Party in 1933 until in 1947 the territory of Oregon, the State of 
Oregon, was part of the northwest or 12th district territory, and I 
knew this from reports of district organizers, Morris Rapport, 
M-o-r-r-i-s R-a-p-p-o-r-t, Andrew Remes, Phil Frankfeld, P-h-i-] 
F-r-a-n-k-f-e-l-d, and Henry Huff. I knew it from reports of Oregon 
Communist Party leaders who came to district func tionaries’ meetings 
in Seattle, and from district dues charts and other documents listing 
Oregon as a part of the district. 

In 1947, I believe I have mentioned that, Oregon became a separate 
State Communist Party organization, directly under the national 
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organiz ition. This organizational step was taken, but Henry Huff 
told me that he would continue to take some responsibility for Oregon 
ind that he had been instructed to do so by national Communist Party 


leaden In the middle and latter 1930’s I attended in large district 
committee meetings as the delegate from Spokane and at those meet- 
ngs I heard Oregon State leaders of the Communist Party make 
reports and take part in the proceedings 

Mr. K zig. Can you tell us who some of these leaders were ? 


Mrs. Harrie. One of them was James Murphy, M-u-r-p-h-y, known 
as Jim Murphy, and he was organizer of the Oregon section. 
Mr. JCUNZIG. er what period was this, Mrs. Hartle ? 


Mr . Harr zr. That was in the 1930’s, the middle and latter 1930's. 

I remember reports and discussions at some of the meetings about the 
li ic hat e James Murphy had run for oflice on some sort OT an independ- 
ent t i here in the State of ¢ regon, al d that he had received a rela- 
] ] ’ » +47 . 

vely high vote, and the discussion brough it out that there were differ- 
ent election laws in the State of Oregon from those in the State of 
Washington, and that it was possible for the Communist Party in 


Oregon to use different tactics to achieve support to the Communist 
Party program than would be pursued in Washington in view of the 
difference in the election laws. I did know then that Jim Murphy 
was acommittee member. He wasa district committee member at that 
time. 

Mr. Kcowzie. Did you know a Harry Pilcher? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I knew a Harry Pilcher from those same district 
committee meetings. I knew him as a Communist Party leader in 
Oregon in trade-union work, and his reports centered around the long- 
shore work of the Communist Party in the longshore union in Port- 
land. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And you knew Harry Pilcher to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harti. Yes, I knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party and asa leader of the Communist Party in Oregon. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please ? 

Mrs. Harte. In the latter 1930's, another one of the persons attend- 
ing these district plenums was Henry Huff. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell plenums, please ? 

Mrs. Harrier. P-]-e-n-u-m. 

Mr. Kunzic. What do you mean by that? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is an enlarged district committee meeting. It 
comes from the Latin word, full. Henry Huff was an officer of the 
Oregon section at that time, and I heard him make reports about Ore- 
gon Communist Party activities at these district meetings. Then after 
I came to Seattle to become a full-time functionar y for the Communist 
Party in 1942 and then until in 1947 when Oregon became a separate 
State organization, I attended numerous district committee meetings, 
enlarged district committee meetings, functionary meetings of various 
kinds at which delegates and representatives of the Oregon Commu- 
nist section were present. 

Mr. Kounzic. Can you remember any of those people who were 
present ¢ 

Mrs. Harrier. Among those present again was James Murphy. 

Mr. Kunzic. You've just testified about him. 
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Mrs. Harrie. That I have testified about. He was still organizer 
of the Oregon section. However, by the late 1940’s he was expelled 
from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you know why, if it lies within your personal 
knowledge ? 

Mrs. Harris. The main difficulty seemed to be that he was anti 
leadership, that he didn’t go along with all the party policies, and that 
specifically he was having a very hard factional fight with Karl Payne, 
P-a-y-n-e, who had by then been made organizer of the Oregon sectio 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew Ear] Payne to be a member of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: he became organizer of the Oregon section of the 
Communist Party and I knew him as a member of the district com- 
mittee. I had also known him in Seattle as chairman of the King 
County Communist Party in the early 1940’s at a time when I was 
secretary of that same organization, and I worked closely with him 11 
that work. 

Mr. Kunzic. I take it that you are sug 
Mrs. Hartle, that it is possible for someone to be a leader in one capacity 
of the Communist Party, let’s say in King County in Washington, and 
then drop out of that and be moved to another part and become a lead 
er in Oregon or, if you wil 


rvesting by that testimony. 





, in Philadelphia or any other part of the 
United States of America in a different capacity; also in a top leader- 
ch p position in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is highly possible and it is practiced espe 
cially more among the top leaders of the Commun st Party, although it 


is also practiced in the concentration policy in order to get persons 


{ 


into a basic industry, like when the national concentration was steel; 


na then | heard dis ‘USSIONS th il peopl would have to be sent out from 


centers where there were a lot of Communists and sent to go to work 
nh these steel towns, get into the union and to build the Commu ist 
Party. [ have heard such discussions held that such things should be 
done. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you have any further information about Earl 
Payne? 

Mrs. Harrie. I did learn from Earl Payne that he had been a sea 
man by trade and that he had participated in the armed conflict in 
Spain in 1936 as a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

In the latter 1940’s Earl Payne was removed from his position as 
organizer of Oregon for failure to carry out his responsibility as 
organizer. 

Mark Haller—— 

Mr. Kunzic. You’ve already mentioned Mark Haller; is that cor 
rect ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. He became in his place to fill that position, he 
became the organizer of the Oregon organization of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. And he succeeded Payne? 

Mrs. Harrie. Succeeded Payne. I knew him as a member of the 
Oregon section committee and knew him to take Earl Payne’s place in 
the latter 1940’s. I knew him at the national training school that I 
had mentioned—— 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes. 

Mrs. Harrie. As a representative, and through that knew that he 
was to become the organizer, the State organizer, and that was why 
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he was sent tothe school Was because he was going to be the State organ- 
izer of the Oregon party. 

Mr. Kunzic. In your knowledge of Earl Payne, did you have any 
occasion to know his wife, Rose Payne? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: I knew his wife as a member of the Communist 
Party in King County when she and Earl Payne were married and 
were living there. I have attended Communist Party functionary 
meetings with her in Seattle in the early 1940's. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other people in Oregon whom you knew of your 
own personal knowledge to be membtrs of the Communist Party / 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew a James M-e-i-s-s-n-e-r, and knew him as 
literature director of the Oregon section of the Communist Party and 
have worked with him in that capacity and have attended district 
and Oregon functionary meetings with him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any personal knowledge of any address or 
further identification on James Meissner ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; I did not know from attending this type of meet- 
ing where he lived. I understand that he left Oregon. I was told that 
he left Oregon and that he is somewhere in the State of Washington. 
That was told to me by someone as an explanation of what had 
happened to him. 

Mr. Kunzice. Any other names? 

Mrs. Harrie. I remember a Valerie Taylor, V-a-l-e-r-i-e T-a-y-l-o-r, 
as a member of the Oregon section committee. I remember discussions 
in a section committee meeting that I attended down here about her 
important work in a trade union, important Communist work in a 
trade union. I remember particularly because it was a woman who 
was doing trade-union work. It made that impression upon me at the 
time. 

Another person that I remember from Oregon is Sam Markson, 
M-a-r-k-s-o-n. I knew him as a member of the Oregon section com- 
mittee, having attended district and Oregon functionary meetings 
with him, and worked with him as a fellow member of the district 
Negro commission. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other names, Mrs. Hartle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew a Carl Syzanen, C-a-r-] S-y-z-a-n-e-n as a 
member of the Vancouver, Wash., branch of the Communist Party. 
This Vancouver branch at that time was attached to the Oregon sec- 
tion. I had attended his branch meetings with him in Vancouver, 
Wash., and have known him as a member of the district Communist 
Party or Communist political action committee. I remember his name 
and him being elected to the district committee at one time. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you know a Ralph Nelson? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I knew a Ralph Nelson. He was transferred. 
I knew him as a member of the Communist Party and a functionary, 
an officer, in the northwest Washington section of the Communist 
Party and knew of him being transferred from that area to Oregon 
as a part of the district carrying out its lumber concentration pro- 
oram. I was told that he went to Coos Bay to carry on Communist 

arty work among lumber workers; and the reason given by the dis- 
trict leadership for sendit oe Ralph Nelson to Oregon was that the 
center of the lumber industry was shifting to Oregon and that it was 
mportant to send forces into ¢ regon to k 


IMport u eep the Communist influences 
in the lumber unions and lumber industry up and not to let it die down. 
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In one of my trips down here to Portland, in my capacity as a dis 
trict otlicer. ] Saw him and spoke with him al a also with M irk H: ler 
at the same time in the ¢ ommunist Party bookstore that was in a 
building here in Portland. I remember it being on the second or third 
floor of a building in Portland where I saw Ralph Nelson hers 
Mr. Kuwnzia. You said that the concentratio1 policy of the Oregon 


section wa directed toward lumber. Ic there a other concentra 
tion of any other kind In any other qirecti l) add tion to that? 
Mrs. Harrur. One of the other concentratior n Oregon, and 


espe ially the Portland area, was the concentration of the maritime in 
dustry and unions. That was another important Oregon concen- 
tration. 

Mr. Kunziag. Can you give us in conclusion any estimate of tl 
Oregon section’s work in the Negro field ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the Negro field the estimate of the district of the 
Oregon section’s work, e spec it illy the P ortland area, was that the Com 
munist Party here was able to de ve lop N Neoro rights’ work on quite a 
broad front basis, that it was able to involve some non-Communist 
organizations in some of its campaigns. I learned this from reports 
of Mark Haller, at district conferences. and in personal discussions 
with him, especially in view of the fact that I had been a member and 
riost of the time the chairman of the Negro district commission and 

as interested especially in that field of activity while active as a Com- 
wunist. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, at this time I have no further ques- 
tions of Mrs. Hartle. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have some questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No. 

Mr. Veutpre. Mrs. Hartle, I have no further questions at this point. 
I think that you have given all of the information that you had, 
have you not, with reference to the State of Oregon and the Com- 
munist activities here ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Vewtpr. But I do want to say this to you. Mrs. Hartle, you have 
been so cooperative with our investigators in unraveling the story of 
communism in the Northwest and that after you had been sentenced 
to 5 years in prison and fined $1,000. Is the statement I made about 
your fine and sentence correct ? 

Mrs. Harrier. That’s correct. 

Mr. Vevpr. The fact that you waited until after your conviction 
under the Smith Act to reveal your break with the Communist Party 
makes your testimony here all the more credible and believable. Then, 
too, we know that there have been sources of information from the 
Government that have likewise concurred with the things that you 
have stated in Seattle and I know will concur with the things that you 
have stated here. 

The committee is deeply appreciative of the fine testimony, the fine 
manner, in which you have presented your testimony here and we 
will gain a lot of good from that testimony. It is o nly with regret 
that, of course, there 1s noth ing tl lat We can do to at vent your rving 
your sentence in prison, but you are now dismissed from this son aring 
with the committee’s thanks for your efforts. 

Mrs. Hartxe. I wish to thank the committee for 1) ing me the op- 
portunity to express my real sincere convictions about the Communist 
Party al the pre ent time. 
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Mr VELDE. I wish th it more would he like you are in that regard, 
At this time I do want to extend, as has been a ae of this com 
mittee, to anvone who has bee named by Mrs. Hartle or the wit 


ness that we had this morning, Mr. Owen, as a member of the Com- 


munist Party or in any derogatory fashion whatsor st an invitation 
to contact the committee or committee counsel or a member of its staff 

d admit, deny, or expla an | nos that ay been testified about 
him. He will most certainly be more than welcome. 

Mr. Ky N ZIG. Kenneth Fitzger ild. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will vou raise vour right hand and be sworn please? 


it 


In the testimony that vou are about to give before this subcommittee 
do you solemnly sweat t] it vou will tell the truth, the whole truth. 
and nothing but the truth, so | lp you God? 

Mr. Frrzcrrarp. I do, 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give your full name, please?’ Would you 


pull the microphone closer, it is hard to hear? 


TESTIMONY OF KENNETH FITZGERALD, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, NELS PETERSON 


Mr. Firzcreraup. Kenneth W. Fitzgerald. 

Mr. Kunzic. Kenneth W. Fitzgerald ? 

Mr. I'rrzceraup. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. I notice that you are accompanied by counsel. Will 
counsel plea e state his name and ollice ad Lie ss for the record / 

Mr. Pererson. My name is Nels Peterson, 901 Loyalty Building 
Portland, Oreg. . 

Mr. Kuwzic. I didn’t hear. 

Mr. Vexvpe. I didn’t either. 


Mr. Perrerson. My nam Nels Peterson, 901 Loyalty Building, 
Portlat d, Oreg. 

fr. Kunzic. Mr. Fitzgerald, what is your present address please. 

Mr. FrrzGeraip. 6325 So west 50th Avenue. 


Kunzic. 6325 Southwest what was that ? 

Mr. Frrzceraup. 50th Ave 

Mr. Kunzic. 50th Avenue: and where are you employed, sir? 

Mr. Firrzcerap. I’m a freelance writer and publicity man. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now your name ha been mentioned in connection with 
Communist Party activity, Mr. Fitzgerald. Have you ever been a 
member of t] he Communi t Party ¢ 

Mr. Frrzerravp. I wish to decline to answer that question for a 
number of reasons. One of the reasons I wish to offer at this time is 

1 document prepared by a very learned professor of law at the Uni 
versity of Oregon. The University of Oregon is the leading law school 
in the State of Oregon, al d this professor is Edward Morton. He 
prepared this document at the request of the American Association 
of University Professors. He makes three points in this document 
which I offer as one of my reasons for my refusing to answer questions. 
The first of these points is that Congress is not empowered to legislate 
concerning political belief and is, therefore, barred from questioning 
witnesses concerning 11 di vidual beliefs. 

Mr. Vetpr. Now let me ask you a question before you go ahead 

here, Mr. Fitzgerald. In 


of all the testimony that we have and 
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all the statements from famous jurists that we have had, do you 
believe that the Communist Party isa political party ¢ 

Mr. Frrzgeraup. | have declined to answer questions of that nature, 
and I want to state the reasons why I decline to answer questions of 
that nature. I want to point out the second reason that Mr. Morton 
lists. 

Mr. VELDE. We've had people like you appear before this com 
mittee before who tried to tell us what the law is and one thing and 
another. We've heard it all over the country, and we are not inter 
ested in that. I wish you would get to your real reasons for refusing 
to answer the quest ion just as Soon as possible. 

Mr. Firzgeraup. Mr. Chairman, I am trying to base my answers 
on the law. 

Mr. Kunzic. We’re basing our answers and our questions on the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States of America. This 
may be a very distinguished lawyer, but we'll abide by the Supreme 
Court of the United States of America, which has empowered and 
backed up this committee in its decisions in our right under the law 
and under the Constitution to ask such questions, so I again ask, Have 
you ever been a member of the Communist Party? It is really quite 
simple to answer. 

Mr. Firzcrrartp. I decline to answer that question, and I decline 
to answer it; first, it is an invasion of rights guaranteed under the first 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, of freedom of 
speech, press, religion, and assembly. Second, I invoke my right and 
privilege provided for under the 4th, the 9th, the 10, and the 14th 
amendments of the Constitution of the United States and the consti- 
tution of the State of Oregon. 

Mr. Kunzic. You haven’t forgotten the fifth, have you? You 
passed that one by. 

Mr. Firzceraup. Iam not through, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kunzic. Oh, you’re coming to the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Firzcrraip. The 14th amendment of the constitution of Oregon 
respecting substantive and procedural due process, freedom of con- 
science, speech, assembly, and elections, and I maintain under the 14th 
amendment which gives the authority of citizenship to the States that 
this committee is interfering with the constitution of the State of 
Oregon which goes even beyond the Constitution of the United States 
and guarantees freedom of conscience. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now would you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Firzerratp. Answer the question ? 

Mr. Kunzie. Yes; would you answer the question ? 

Mr. Frrzceratp. I’m giving my reasons. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Firzceratp. I am giving my reasons for not answering that 
question. 

Mr. Kuwnzta. I see. 

Mr. Frrzceratp. And I would like to state those reasons. 

Mr. Kuwzic. I guess there is still one more left. Go ahead. 

Mr. Frrzcreratp. I invoke my right and privilege under the fifth 
amendment of the Constitution that guarantees that I shall not be 
compelled to be a witness against myself nor that I be deprived of 
liberty or property without due process of law. 
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Mr. Kuwzia. All right. Now here’s another question, Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, and just so that we can make this thing easier and so that you 
won't have to go through that strain of making that speech again, I 
will just, we will assume that if you say, “The same reason,” if you 
refuse to answer, that you mean all the reasons that you have just given. 
Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? that is the question. 

Mr. Frrzcrravp. I refuse to answer on the basis of the reasons I have 
just given. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were on the legislative com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in the fall of 1947 

Mr. Frrzceraup. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of 
the reasons I have just given. 

Mr. Kunzic. Isn’t it a fact that you have been in the party since as 
early as 1935 continuously ? 

Mr. Frrzcreravp. I decline to answer that question on the reasons I 
have given. 

Mr. Kunzic. And were you not on the State board of the Communist 
Party in 1950? 

Mr. Frrzceravp. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Frazier ? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. If not, the witness is excused. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. John MacKenzie. 

Mr. Vevpr. Will vou raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony that you are ioe to give ve fore this subeommit- 
tee do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he Ip you God ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. I do. 

Mr. VEuprE. Will you be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN MacKENZIE, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
ATTORNEY, IRVIN GOODMAN 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you give vour full name please, sir? 

Mr. MacKenztr. John MacKenzie. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would — spell it please ? 

Mr. MacKenzir. M-a-c-K-e-n-z-1-e. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I notice th: at you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his name and office address for the record ? 

Mr. Goopman. My name is Irvin Goodman. My Portland address 
is Portland Trust Building. Telephone Atwater 7494. 

Mr. Verpr. Thank von. sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. MacKenzie, what is your present residence ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
for the following reasons: On the grounds of the fifth amendment, I 
refuse to answer that question upon the grounds of the first and the 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Kenzie. I respectfully request, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be directed to answer the question as to what is his residence. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes, again that is a simple question, one that you can 
understand, one that this committee is entitled to ask under the law, 
and you are, therefore directed to answer the question. 





re 
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Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit I decline 
to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Reporter, in order to be absolutely certain because 
of the possibility of a contempt citation here of the que stion would 
vou go back and repeat the question as I asked it first before the direc- 
tion of the chairman that the man should answer the question. I 
want to be sure that I used the same words. 

(The quest ion 1s repeated as follows:) 

“Mr. MacKenzie, what is your present residence ¢” 

Mr. Kunzic. The question was, “What is your present residence ? 
You then refused to answer and in order that the same exact words 
may be asked again, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully ask again that the 
witness be directed to answer the question: What is your residence, 
your present residence ¢ 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Counsel, I refuse to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you so direct the witness, Mr. Chairman, please ? 

Mr. Vevtpr. Yes, you are directed to answer that question as to 
your residence. 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. MacKenzie; where are you employed ? 

Mr. MacKenzm. Mr. Counsel, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Veupr. You are directed to answer that question. Again this 
committee certainly has the leoval right to determine your legal 
employment. 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the John Reed Club of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Counsel, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever attend Reed College ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I didn’t know that it was incriminating 
Oo attend Reed ( ‘ollege. 

I therefore respectfully request that the witness be directed to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Venpr. Yes, the witness is directed to answer that question. 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, if I may, I refuse to answer that 
question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Veupr. I want to Say right here, I would lke to make the 
statement, that as far as Reed College is concerned let there be no 
inference drawn of disloyalty on the part of any of the professors or 
students at Reed University unless there is actual evidence presented 
here concerning subversive influences. The fact that there might be 
sume Communists on the campus at the Reed University is no different 
from any other educational institution in the country. I, therefore, 
want it particularly known that people in this community and 
elsewhere should not draw any unreasonable inferences of disloy: alty 
on the part of Reed University generally. 


ss 
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We are interested, as I said before, in uncovering communistic 
ictivities, subversive activities, wherever they might be found and 
we will continue along that line. We are not investigating education 
by any stretch of the imagination in any way. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present age, sir? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Counsel, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that the witness 

directed to answer the quest 10n as to his age. 

Mr. Vecpr. Certainly you are directed to answer the question as to 
your present age. 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer the question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Veipr. You're just not going to answer any question; are you! 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, if you'll ask the questions I will 
fTl1Ve my answers. 

Mr. Vevpr. If I ask the questions, you’ll what ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Give my answers. 

Mr. Vector. Well, all right, I will. Have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. MacKenzm. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. Now you just got through telling me that you would; 
if I’d ask you the questions you would answer them. Now you refuse 
toanswer them. Go ahead, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. MacKenzie, that Communist Party 
meetings were held in your home ? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. MacKenzie, isn’t it a fact that you have been a 
member of the Communist Party within the knowledge of this com- 
mittee to at least February of 1954? 

Mr. MacKenzie. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions to ask of 
this witness. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. I have no further questions and the witness is dis- 
charged. I would like to make a statement that the testimony of the 
witnesses who appear here before the committee will be studied at a 
later date to resolve the question of contempt. At the present time we 
do not have a quorum of the full committee here, we do not have the 
time otherwise to make a study of this testimony and it will have to 
be in executive session at a later date. However, I must say that in 
my opinion, my humble opinion, there certainly has been contempt 
of this congressional committee and contempt of Congress displayed 
here today. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, just so that the record is clear, I want 
the record to show—you just mentioned there wasn’t a quorum of the 
full committee and I want that to be clearly understood. There is, 
of course, a quorum of the subcommittee. 
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Mr. Veupr. Yes, certainly, that is the case. The recommendation 


has to be made by a quorum of the full committee after be no sub- 


| 
A 


m tted by L quorum of the subcommittee whic] S] sent nere. 

Do vo have anvthing 1 ore for today, M1 (oul 

Mr. Kunzic. No, Mr. Chairman, except for the fact that you have 
Nf ] 


already stated. We will study the Max KK nzie and D\ ir cases Wihicn 
are clear contempt matters. 
Mr. Veuve. The committee will staa n until 1 o clo 


tomorrow morning. 


Mr. Kunzta. All witnesses then are continued until tomorrow morn- 
ing. All witnesses are continued until tomorrow morning. 


(Whereupon, at 4:20 Dp. M, the hearing was recessed to 10 a. m. of 


the following day.) 
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